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	13/08/2024

	Time
	19:00 – 20:51

	Location
	Large Court, Guildhall.

	Present



Officers



Members of the Public
	Ann Blackbourn, David Blackbourn, Mike Brindle, Chris Harvey (Mayor), Douglas Jefferson, Terry Jermy, Terry Land, Mac MacDonald (Vice Chair), Matthew Stirrup, Stuart Terry and Stuart Wright (Chair).

Alan Yorke (Deputy Town Clerk).
Mark Webster (in a consultancy capacity).  
Karen Robinson (Committee Clerk)

There was one member of the public in attendance and two representatives from Pigeon.




MINUTES

227/24	DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS      
Councillor Stuart Terry declared a non-pecuniary interest in Plan Numbers 0554 and 0588.

228/24	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE      
Apologies: Councillors Carla Barreto (Deputy Mayor), David (Ieuan) Evans, Hazel McCambridge, Adam Mitchell, Victor Peters, Viola Ross-Smith and Ronald Wood.

229/24	MINUTES      
RESOLVED: The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 9 July 2024 which were received by Council on 30 July 2024, are a true record and signed/initialled by the Committee Chairman.      
 
230/24	PRESENTATION FROM PIGEON ON KINGSFLEET
The Committee received a presentation from Pigeon on the Kingsfleet development focussing on land use and phasing.  It was noted that the Council’s previous concerns regarding allotments had been addressed.  Matters discussed included: - 
· The timing and provision of educational facilities and the capacity of schools to cater for pupils in the area to attend were discussed.
· The reasons for changing the siting of educational facilities was questioned.
· The lack of solar panels in the house designs were a matter of concern.
· The development so far did not reflect the style of Thetford.  It was noted that the Breckland Council planning design had changed, and it was hoped that this would influence future development.
· The standard of paving infrastructure was questioned and there was agreement that a walk around the estate would be organised for Councillors.
· The fencing along the railway line erected after the development started had prevented access and discouraged cycling and walking.

Action points 
Deputy Town Clerk to: 
1. Organise a walkaround around the Kingsfleet Estate to identify resident and planning issues.
2. Organise further presentations/discussions with Pigeon as separate stand-alone meetings. The 22 October 2024 was suggested as the next possible meeting.
3. There is a need to keep the review of the Kingsfleet boundary on the agenda as this was review was dependent on the review of the Breckland Council boundary review which is expected to end soon.

The presentation was noted.

231/24	PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO CONSIDER     
To discuss and agree the Town Council decisions on each of the applications below to be submitted to Breckland Council Planning.    

A)  Plan No 0037   Consultation – Non-Material Amendment
Applicant: Mr Julian Chittock. Amendment to pp 3PL/2022/1419/VAR - To add a line into condition 17 to state "unless confirmation is first provided in writing by Cadent that on review of full details of the proposed works, no further information is required to be submitted."
Thetford Garden Centre Kilverstone Road. IP24 2RL Thetford.

It was noted that permission has been granted by Breckland.

Supporter.

B) Plan No 0038    Consultation - Non-Material Amendment
Applicant: Taylor Wimpey.  Non-Material Amendment to pp 3PL/2021/1319/D - Roof Tiles. Land at Sub Phase 1b Kingsfleet. Thetford.

It was noted that permission has been granted by Breckland.

Supporter.

C) Plan No 0554    Consultation – Lawful Use
Applicant: Mr Keith Greyson. Single storey rear extension and a porch to the front elevation. 83 Norwich Road. IP24 2JJ. Thetford. 

It was noted that permission has been granted by Breckland.

Supporter.
No additional comments.

D) Plan No 0139     Consultation – Discharge of Conditions
Applicant: George Kybird Ltd. Discharge of Conditions 3, 4, 14 & 15 on 3PL/2022/0456/F. 48 Vicarage Road. IP24 2LR. Thetford.

Supporter.
No additional comments.

E) Plan No 0142     Consultation - Discharge of Conditions
Applicant: Taylor Wimpey. Discharge of Condition 40 on 3PL/2011/0805/O. Thetford and Croxton and Kilverstone. Britannia Grange. Land at Sub-Phase 1b Kingsfleet. IP24 2RG. Thetford.

Noted that resubmission due to updated glazing and ventilation requirements.

Supporter.
No additional comments.


F) Plan No 0583    Consultation – Lawful Use
Applicant: Mr B Rouf. Proposed Lawful Development Certificate to change the use of the building to a Tanning Studio which also has a Class E use. Land to the Rear Of 17 Lime Kiln Lane. IP24 2BU. Thetford.

It was noted that the applicant was seeking a change in lawful use from Breckland Council and this was not a building or planning application.  It was also noted that whilst this was a change in use, the Committee’s comments probably exceeded the scope of a change in use application.  Nevertheless, the Committee believed it appropriate to submit their objections to this planning application.

Objector
· Health risk of UV Tanning was of concern.
· Inappropriate business to situate in a residential area and near a school.  Parking on Grove Lane could be worsened.
· Very short time has elapsed since the original planning application was approved.
· Currently an unpleasant area to walk in which could be worsened with the addition of a tanning studio.

(For noting - The application was refused by Breckland Council on 14 August 2024 on the basis that the initial use had not yet commenced.  As a result, the comments of the Council could not be submitted.)

G) Plan No 0589    Consultation – Listed Building
Applicant: Thetford Town Council. Works to clock cupola including: - Alter roof trap to improve access, including grab rail. Adjust eaves drip detail. Replacement of decayed joinery. Exterior redecoration. Guildhall. Market Place. IP24 2DS. Thetford.

It was noted that there was no objection from the Historic Building Consent officer.

Supporter.
No additional comments.
 
H) Plan No 0588    Consultation - Full
Applicant: Mr Michael Piggott. Erection of new pavilion. Thetford Town Cricket Club. Mundford Road. IP24 1NB. Thetford. 

Supporter.
No additional comments

I) Plan No 0623    Consultation - Variation
Applicant: Abbey Property Group Holdings. Variation of Condition No2 on 3PL/2021/1302/F Proposed reduction in size of apartment No. 3. 13 Earls Street. IP24 2AB. Thetford.

Objector
· This is over development.
· Lack of parking provision, particularly with the intent of Breckland Council to introduce parking charges.

232/24	TREE PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To discuss and agree the Town Council decisions on each of the applications below to be submitted to Breckland Council Planning.    

A) Plan No 0139    Consultation - TCA
Applicant: Mr John Jones. Fell Beech tree which has exterior fungus indicating that the tree is decaying rapidly. Removal of an Oak tree alongside the Beech tree, which has recently dropped a bough for no apparent reason. Sandrina 66 Castle Street. IP24 2ET. Thetford.

Objector
The Council would like the applicant to seek independent advice regarding the tree’s health and if it requires removal, a replacement tree be planted.  It was noted that the level of information (such as photographs taken closer ) provided in the application was insufficient to make an informed assessment.

233/24	LATE PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA WAS       PUBLISHED  
The Planning Committee discussed and made decisions on each of the applications as set our below:

Plan No 0133     Consultation – Discharge of Conditions
Applicant: AVLA Ltd. Discharge of Conditions 6 & 7 on 3PL/2022/0455/F. The Wilderness. 57 Earls Street. IP24 2AF. Thetford.

This was for noting only.

Plan No 0004    Consultation – Full
Applicant: Freeman Historic Properties. Conversion of the church of St Mary the Less into five residences; restoration and alterations to existing church. Church of St Mary the Less, Bury Road. IP24 3AR. Thetford.

Supporter
Additional comments:
· Treatment of grave markers to ensure that they are maintained to the extent possible.
· Ensure that public access to listed tombs and artefacts is still possible after development completed. 
· Listed tombs to be restored to a reasonable standard as some have been vandalised.
· Repairs to the wall on Bury Road is required to ensure that it is returned to a reasonable state.  Wall repairs needed to entrance near to Mill Lane, which has been shored up. 
· Requested that a Tree Management Plan be a condition as it is noted that there has been a lack of tree maintenance. 

 
234/24	DECISIONS OF VARIANCE

Variances were noted on 2 planning applications:

1. 3PL/2017/1576/D (July 2024 Planning Committee meeting).  The Council had objected. The Breckland Council response to the Council’s responses were noted.
2. 3PL/2024/0241/F (May 2024 Planning Committee meeting).  The Council had objected. The Breckland Council response to the Council’s responses were noted.

235/24	ITEMS TO BE REFERRED TO THE GREATER THETFORD PARTNERSHIP (GTP)     
The Committee noted that there was likely to be a further discussion on the Kingsfleet development at the next September meeting of GTP.  The Long-Term Funding Plan will also likely be discussed.

236/24	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT      
The Committee noted that there was no consultation or media release required.

237/24	COMMITTEE OFFICERS UPDATE      
There was no update.

The Chair thanked Mark Webster for his support and hard work.



Chairman 
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