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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THETFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KING’S HOUSE, THETFORD, ON 

TUESDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2017, STARTING AT 7.00 P.M. WITH THE OPEN FORUM 
 

Present: 
 

The Mayor, Councillor D M Crawford 
 

Councillors:      
S J Armes      R F W Brame   
M P Brindle      C R P Burnett  
B J Canham      C Harvey 
J Hollis       J James   
T J Jermy      R G Kybird 
J Newton      F Robinson   
M Taylor      S N H Wright 

                                    
  Officers present: 

Tina Cunnell      Town Clerk 
Sarah Lewis      Deputy Town Clerk 
Chris Crimmen    Committee Secretary 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
QUESTIONS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 
There were no questions from the public. 

 
                                                        Minutes 

 
585/17  DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
               None. 
 
586/17  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Councillors J Newton, F Robinson and M S 
Robinson. 

 
587/17      MINUTES              

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 31st October 2017, 
excepting those items dealt with following the exclusion of press and public, 
addressed under agenda 497/17 below, be confirmed as a true record and 
signed/initialled by the Committee Chairman. 
 
RESOLVED: The minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on the 31st 
October 2017, be confirmed as a true record and signed/initialled by the 
Committee Chairman. 

 
588/17  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  To receive the following: 

a) Personnel Committee (minutes 499/17 – 507/17) 07/11/2017 
 
RESOLVED: The Personnel Committee minutes were adopted as 
recommended.  
 
b) ALP Committee (508/17 – 524/17) 08/11/2017 
 
RESOLVED: The ALP Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 
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c) Civic Committee (527/17 – 542/17) 09/11/2017 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That Thetford Town Council invite the Mayors and Consorts 
of the Twin Towns to visit Thetford during the 6th to the 9th September 2018 when 
the Heritage Open Day and the Medieval Banquet were to be held.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: That Priority 1/ Aims/Action 1 is changed to read: To 
maintain a programme of high profile events. 
 
RESOLVED: The Civic Committee minutes and recommendations were 
adopted as presented. 
 
d) Planning committee (546/17 – 556/17)14/11/2017 

 
RESOLVED: The Planning Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
e) VEM Committee (557/17 – 570/17) 15/11/2017 

 
RESOLVED: The WEM Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
f) Finance Committee (572/17 – 584/17) 21/11/2017  

 
RECOMMENDATION: To adopt the financial report month 7 ended 31st October 
2017 and the schedule of payments for October 2017 included therein. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: To adopt the second draft budget financial strategy report 
for 2018-19 (Please see minute number 592/17). 
 
RECOMMENDATION: To set the precept for 2018-19 at £759,192 (Please see 
minute number 593/17). 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Cemetery fees due from privately arranged interments or 
memorials must always be paid for in advance of the interment/memorial taking 
place.  
 
RESOLVED: The Finance Committee minutes and recommendations were 
adopted as presented. 

 
589/17  MAYOR’S REMARKS AND REPORT  
  Events attended since the last meeting 
                       Mayor of Thetford Councillor Denis Crawford 
                       November 
                      5 Opening Fireworks event at Barnham Cross Common 
                      8 Service of Remembrance at East Wretham 
                     10 Remembrance Service at Thetford Grammar School 
                  Remembrance Concert at the Carnegie Room 
                     11 Royal British Legion Remembrance Service 
                  Mayor of St Edmundsbury Remembrance Services at Abbey Gardens 
                  Thetford Lions Annual Swimming Gala, Waterworld 
                     12 Annual Service of Remembrance 
                     19 Mayor of St Edmundsbury St Edmunds Day Service 
                     26 Swaffham & District Lions Club Centennial Service of Thanksgiving 
 
                      List of Forthcoming Events 
                      1 December 2017            Christmas Light Switch-On 
                      2 & 3 December 2017            Winter Wonderland 
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                     15 December 2017            Mayor’s Carol Service, 7pm at St Cuthbert’s         
                                                                      Church 
                      9th February 2018            Mayor’s Charity Quiz Night, 6.30pm at the              
                                                                      Carnegie Room 
                     17th March 2018                        Mayor’s Ball, 7pm at the Carnegie Room 
 
 
590/17       TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 

Councillor J Hollis reported she could not attend the STAG meeting this month as 
she had a training course organised by Thetford Town Council. She was the 
substitute representative of the GTDP Community Sub-Group and reported there 
were only 3 members of the public with 7 board members. She had discovered it 
was difficult to access the web page and felt other methods should be used to 
encourage the public to attend. She reported that the Youth Council will be helping 
out with the Winter Wonderland collecting toys and treats for local children who may 
not get very much at Christmas. They are collecting right up to 15th December 2017 
should anyone wish to donate 
Councillor B Canham reported that the alms House Trust gave out the winter fuel 
allowance to the over 80’s. The Charles Burrell Museum has now closed for the 
winter although the Queen Mary engine will be on display outside Kings House. The 
concerns over the double doors are ongoing so she asked if anyone knows of any 
grant that can help to let her know. She had attended assembly at the Grammar 
School to hear from the two pupils who won the Peter Large scholarship. They had 
chosen to go to Bali to help teach English to the pupils. She reported there will be a 
Town Centre clean up by SERCO on the 14th December 2017 and a litter pick on 
the Abbey Estate between 1-2 p.m.  
Councillor S Armes reported on the annual general meeting of the Thetford Music 
Project on 6th October 2017. Summer 2017 – The demonstration at the Admirals 
Academy was very successful using a variety of instruments from strings, 
woodwind, brass and drums. The ukulele sessions have been a big success and the 
take up has been exceptional. TMP ran a music course at Wymondham College in 
August when 34 students took part plus 5 members of staff who volunteered to help. 
August 2017 – TMP have purchased new violin cases, bows, shoulder pads, resin 
and many violins have had extensive repairs. Thetford Grammar School has 
requested classic guitar tuition. There is a high demand for drum lessons. TMP are 
welcoming more families who are home schooled. TMP have been asked to visit 
Ford Place home for the elderly to give a Christmas Performance. She reported that 
at a Civic Committee meeting she requested that Skawina, our twin town from 
Poland, organise an exchange visit and she had forwarded all contact details to 
TMP and the Academy.  She reminded Councillors of the Christmas Concert on 6 
p.m. on 7th December 2017 at the Academy entrance £5 per person. The Thetford 
Music Project has 92 members. 
Councillor T Jermy reported GTDP Board have not met since the last meeting and 
there will need to be a Full Council meeting to decide if the Council wish to 
contribute to a Project Officer for this board. As the Town Council representative on 
the CBC Ltd Board he attended a meeting last night and was pleased to confirm 
CBC Ltd had received the first contribution of the Power To Change Grant and an 
additional £5,000 from Breckland Council. This has been used to upgrade the lights 
around the stage and to update various parts of the building which included work to 
the library and the main hall. 
Councillor S Wright reported that he attended a meeting together with the Town 
Clerk and two Officers from Breckland Council to find a way forward to work out a 
Thetford Town Council Heritage based lottery bid. 
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591/17  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Councillor T Jermy reported that the NCC has opened a consultation of their Budget 
proposals and he would urge Thetford Groups and Councillors to take part. The cuts 
to look out for are: 

 NCC is proposing 50% cuts county wide on Children’s Centres and there are 
two in Thetford that could be affected. 

 NCC have proposed to take £500,000 out of the transport budget and this 
could include the Thetford buses T1 & T2 and the Service 40 which covers 
Brandon, Methwold and Kings Lynn. The fares would be more expensive or 
the routes could go completely. 

 The winter gritting budget would be cut by £250,000 and could now leave 
whole roads ungritted. 

 They have proposed a £200,000 reduction in the maintenance budget which 
includes unblocking drains, pothole, and weeds which would only build up 
problems for the future. 

Councillor T Jermy will circulate the consultation link so this can be passed onto 
residents groups to encourage them to take part. 
Councillor M Brindle reported that Breckland Council Licencing Committee have a 
record of taxis in Thetford that are wheelchair friendly for residents that find it 
difficult to get around Thetford. 
Councillor R Brame reported that the Principle of the Academy has concerns about 
road safety for the pupils and will review ideas to make the journey to and from 
school safer. Councillor R Brame went on to say that using the underpass is the 
safest way to cross the very busy A134 road but the perception of parents is that it 
is unsafe to use. He stated that at the time when school starts and stops it is quite 
safe to use. Councillor J Hollis said that the underpass needs cleaning and the 
overgrown hedges cut back. Councillor J James stated that the Academy need to 
review their travel plans as soon as possible. 

 
592/17  BUDGET 2018/19 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented the recommended budget for 2018/19 and stated 
that minor adjustments had been made since the first draft was presented to the 
committee in October and had resulted in the budgeted surplus of £1,149 becoming 
a budgeted deficit of £1,526. The adjustments are detailed on page 31 of the report. 
The small deficit was acceptable as it was covered by the surplus on the revenue 
account. Most of the expenditure planned in 2018-19 that was a one off or capital 
expense was covered by reserves and therefore had minimal impact on the tax 
payer.  Councillor R Brame proposed and Councillor R Kybird seconded: 
RESOLVED: To adopt the recommended budget financial strategy report for 
2018/19. 
There followed a vote which was unanimously in favour of the motion.  

. 
593/17  PRECEPT 2018/19 

The Deputy Town Clerk recommended the precept for 2018-19 be set at £759,192     
which equates to an increase of 4.75%. The Band D increase would be 3.36%, 
£3.91 per year or 7.5 pence per week. Councillor M Taylor proposed and Councillor 
B Canham seconded:  

                       RESOLVED: To set the precept for 2018-19 at £759,192. 
                       There followed a recorded vote: 
                       For the motion Councillors: 
                       C Burnett 
                       B Canham 
                       M Brindle 
                       S Armes 
                       T Jermy 
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                       S Wright 
                       R Kybird 
                       R Brame 
                       D Crawford 
                       J James 
                       C Harvey 
                       J Hollins 
                       M Taylor – The vote was unanimously in favour of the motion.  
 
594/17  PARISH PARTNERSHIPS APPLICATIONS 

The Town Clerk had circulated a schedule of proposed Parish Partnership funding 
projects for the Council to agree. Following a discussion the following projects were 
selected to be put forward for approval: 

 Deployment of SAM2 machine and collection of data in known problem 
areas throughout the town. Project Cost £3,150 Sum applied for £1,575. 

 Two Mile Bottom Scout Hut junction entrance to be widened to 
accommodate two way traffic. Project Cost To be confirmed. 

 Reduce height of bank and level of exit at Barnham Cross Common car 
park. This will increase visibility for vehicles entering and leaving the car 
park. Project Cost £2,215. Sum applied for £1,107.50. 

Councillor B Canham proposed and Councillor J Hollis seconded: 
RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council agree to pay 50% of the finalised 
projects that are accepted by Breckland Council for the Parish Partnership 
Fund. 

 
595/17  APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR 

The Town Clerk reported that the Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments Ltd have 
appointed PKF Littlejohn LLP as the external auditor for Thetford Town Council for 
the 5 year period from 2018/19. It was noted that no Thetford Town Councillor or 
close relation is employed by PKF Littlejohn LLP and there is no potential conflict of 
interest. Councillor B Canham proposed and Councillor C Burnett seconded: 
RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council formally accept PKF Littlejohn LLP 
as their external auditor for the 5 year period from 2018/19. 
 

596/17 ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS 
None. 
 

597/17             COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 It was agreed by the Council that the Chair of the Finance Committee and 
the Deputy Town Clerk would issue a press release confirming the Precept 
and inform the residents of Thetford what the Council does with their money. 

 The Chair of the ALP Committee will issue a statement regarding the 
purchase of the bulb machine and the proposed planting plan. 

 
598/17  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

    To consider resolving that, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to    
    Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded for any remaining  
    items of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the  
    public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be    
    discussed. 
 

599/17  COMMITTEE REPORTS                                
To receive Committee minutes recorded below the line. 
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a) Full Council (minutes 491/17 & 498/17) 31 10 2017 
 
RESOLVED: The Full Council minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
b) VEM Committee (minute 567/17) 15 11 2017 
 
RESOLVED: The VEM Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 

 
 

                                            Chairman. 
 
 
 




