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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THETFORD TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER, KING’S HOUSE, THETFORD, ON TUESDAY 19th OF JULY 2016,  
STARTING AT 6.00 P.M. WITH THE OPEN FORUM STARTING AT 7.00 P.M. 

 
Present: 

 
The Mayor Councillor T J Jermy 

 
Councillors: 

  Mrs S J Armes     R F W Brame  
  M P Brindle      C R P Burnett   
  Mrs B J Canham     D M Crawford  
  C Harvey       Mrs J Hollis,  
  R G Kybird      J C Moorman  
  J Newton      Ms F Robinson. 
  M S Robinson      Mr M Taylor 

S N H Wright   
                                  
   Officers present: 

Tina Cunnell      Town Clerk    
Roz Barnett      Amenities Officer  
 
Also in attendance: 7 members of the public  
 

 
154/16  DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
               None. 
 
155/16  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

No Apologies were received. 
 
156/16      MINUTES              

Resolved the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28th of June 2016, 
excepting those items dealt with following the exclusion of press and public, to be 
addressed under item 170/16 below, be confirmed as a true record and 
signed/initialled by the Committee Chairman with the addition of Cllr M 
Robinson’s challenge on the accuracy of the attendance records under item 
118/16.(blue papers refers). 

 
157/16  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
                The following committee reports were received:  
 

a) Allotments Committee (minutes128/16 -135/16) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: The top three Allotment Committee priorities to the end of 
September 2016 are:  

1. Allotment Rules – Task and Finish Group to be formed along with 
some allotment holders to arrive at a more appropriate set of rules. 

2. Finances regarding ability to maintain sites. 
3. Maintenance – to produce a schedule of work required and a plan and 

timescale for achieving targets. 
 
RESOLVED: The Allotment Committee minutes and recommendations were 
adopted with the amendment that Cllr J Newton was in the chair. 
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b) Cemetery Committee (minutes136/16 -143/16) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: The top three Cemetery Committee priorities to the end of 
September 2016 are:  

1. The Cemetery Chapel and Cottage. 
2. To plant an avenue of flowering cherry trees to help reduce nitrate 

levels. 
3. To form a sub-committee to review the Cemetery table of fees, 

charges and procedures. 
 
RESOLVED: The Cemetery Committee minutes and recommendations were 
adopted as presented. 

 
c) Planning Committee (minutes 144/16 – 153/16) 02/06/2016 
 
RESOLVED: The Planning Committee minutes and recommendations were 
adopted with the amendment that Cllr R Brame sent his apologies. 
 

 
158/16  MAYOR’S REMARKS AND REPORT  

The Mayor thanked everyone involved for their work in organising the Civic 
Reception and Flint & Obsidian Conference. He congratulated all on the 3 days 
of very successful activities  
 
Events attended by the Mayor of Thetford Councillor Terry Jermy 

 June 
29 School visits to plant trees 
  Friends of Thetford Museum Summer Social at Riversdale 
30 Prince’s Trust Final Presentation at the Church of the Nazarene 
July 
2 The Lord Mayor of Norwich Street Procession Celebrations 
3 The Mayor of St Edmundsbury Civic Service 
6 Business Breakfast Meeting at the Bell Hotel 
  Oscar Ceremony at Queensway Infant School 
8 Thetford Business Forum Summer Social at Cheers 
9 Opening the Peace Garden at Thetford Methodist Church 
10 The Benjamin Foundation Butterfly Walk 
13 Thetford Young Business Group Summer Social 
  The Mayor of Great Yarmouth Civic Reception 
14 Flint & Obsidian Event at Grimes Graves 
15 Flint & Obsidian Conference at the Carnegie Room 
  Flint & Obsidian Civic Reception in King’s House Gardens 
16 The Royal British Legion Thetford Branch 95th Anniversary 

Celebration in King Street 
18 Thetford Academy Awards Evening 
 
Events attended by the Deputy Mayor of Thetford Councillor Denis 
Crawford 
July 
13 Thetford Singers Concert Zimbe at the Carnegie Room 
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List of Forthcoming Events 
19 August – 4 September Thetford Festival 
18 September  Battle of Britain Service 
8 October  80s Themed Disco Night at the Charles Burrell Centre 
2 November  Annual Remembrance Ceremony at the War 
Memorial, St Ethelbert’s Church, East Wretham (commencing at 10.45am) 
11 November  Remembrance Concert, Carnegie Room 
13 November  Remembrance Sunday Parade 
25 November  Christmas Light Switch On Event 
16 December  Mayor’s Carol Service 

 
                                               
159/16      TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 

 Cllr Canham attended Weeting steam rally and stated the she was 
impressed at the size and variety of the event.   

 Cllr M Robinson visited the police control room and was reassured by the 
quantity and quality of the CCTV coverage. He did however question 
whether the cameras are in the right place. 

 Cllr Armes attended the Thetford music summer project and reported that 
the event was very good. 

 Cllr J Newton stated that the Safer Thetford Action Group priorities are 
anti-social behaviour, drugs and street drinking in the town centre; vehicle 
related anti-social behaviour; and anti-social behaviour/vehicle crime in 
Pine close and the surrounding area. 

 
160/16  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr Newton reported that he is still waiting for PSPO information and is currently 
talking to Breckland and is awaiting their response. Cllr Newton explained that he 
has also been looking in depth at the CCTV in the Town and how this system can 
assist the police. He agreed with Cllr Robinson about the need to review the 
positioning of cameras in the Town 
 
Councillor Crawford reported that he had attended Thetford Business Forum’s 
breakfast meeting and that businesses were interested in the benefits of the 
duelling of the A140. He noted that at the meeting that two local business 
donated £200 to facilitate young people’s business involvement. 

Councillor Jermy reported that Norfolk County Council Environment, Transport 
and Development Committee: Met on Friday 8th July. It was agreed to spend 
£20,000 on a one off cut of all grass verges in the County in response to the very 
hot wet weather which has resulted in a lot of growth. In addition, the Committee 
will at a later date review its previous decision to not cut grass verges (other than 
bends / accident black spots) on a regular basis. He also reported  that the 
Economic Development Committee declared that The County Council will now 
hold the funds that businesses can apply for to support the recruitment of 
apprentices. He suggested that councillors contact Paul Wright at NCC for more 
information. The Committee also agreed to a release of funds to support the 
Princes Trust in Norfolk to recruit more young people and support them through 
work experience programmes.  

Councillor M Robinson reported that he had attended a number of local plan 
consultation events including Thetford, Dereham and Swafham. The feedback 
from residents will be used to inform the local plan which will identify the sites for 
development for 2020-36. 
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161/16 REQUEST FROM NORWICH ROAD ESTATE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
Councillors discussed the opening of the gates at the Ramsey Close play area. 
The Norwich Rd Residents Association has offered volunteers to look after the 
site and stated that they were keen to have the park open for the summer 
holidays. Some issues were raised about the potential impact of anti-social 
behaviour on nearby housing of leaving the gates open all the time. Cllr Kybird 
proposed that the gate at the end of Ramsey Close was permanently unlocked. 
This was seconded by Cllr Newton and agreed. The ALP officer was asked to 
make the necessary arrangements. 

 
RESOLVED: The Town Council will open the gates at the Ramsey Close   
playing field once the site has been safety checked for play activities. The 
Town Council also agreed to pay for the DRB checks for two volunteers. 

 
162/16  FENCE ADJOINING ICKNIELD WAY  ALLOTMENTS 

Cllr Armes clarified that the minutes from Cemetery Committee and Allotment 
Committee clearly stated that the costs for the fencing would be split 50/50. The 
Councillors agreed to offer the fencing job to company c if they agreed to remove 
the waste.  

 
RESOLVED: The Council agreed to renew the fencing between the 
allotments and the cemetery using the quote receive from company C at a 
total cost of £2586 exclusive of VAT.  
 

163/16  FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30 JUNE2016  
Cllr Kybird presented the financial report for the 1st quarter and highlighted that 
there is currently an under spend of £38,512. Cllr Kybird proposed the approval 
of the schedule of payments. This was seconded by Cllr Newton and agreed. 

. 
RESOLVED: The Council noted the first quarter financial report and agreed 
the schedule of payments for June. 
 

164/16  COMMUNITY FLY-TIPPING OFFICER 
Cllr Moorman presented a paper tabled at the meeting regarding the Community 
Fly-tipping Officer. He explained that the current funding for the post is coming to 
an end. He then asked the Town Council whether they could write to Breckland to 
urge them to continue with programme and to consider funding the post in the 
future if there was a funding shortfall.  In the following discussion a number of 
points were made. Some councillors questioned the need for the post as the 
‘report it’ system was very efficient in the town with SERCO removing fly tipping 
immediately after it was reported. Other councillors countered this argument 
saying that this was not true for all areas of the town. The point was made that 
the post’s primary goal was education and reducing fly tipping. It was then 
suggested that Breckland would have the information about the effectiveness of 
the post and must be approached in the first instance to collect this information 
and establish their intentions towards future funding of the post. The Town Clerk 
provided advice on the potential employment issues which would have to be 
carefully thought through. The consensus of the discussion was that more 
detailed information was required before any decision could be made. Cllr Brindle 
proposed that the council welcomed the report and referred the matter to the ALP 
Committee and ask them to prepare a more detailed report to bring back to full 
council. This was seconded by Cllr F Robinson and agreed. 
 
RESOLVED: The matter of the Community Fly Tipping Officer be referred to 

 ALP meeting on the 10th of August. 
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At 7pm the Chairman suspended the meeting to allow the open forum to receive 
questions presented by the public.                

 
OPEN FORUM  
QUESTIONS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 

 Mrs Brindle said she wanted to complain about a councillor’s comment. 
The Mayor explained that this would have to done through the Council’s 
formal complaints procedure. 

 Mr Armes urged the Town Council to enter Competitions for promoting 
the Town. He also asked the Town Council to consider investing in some 
3 tiered flower beds. 

 Mrs Fulford said that she was disappointed with the hanging baskets this 
year. 

 
   
165/16  MIGRANT WORKERS FEARS FOLLOWING EU REFERENDUM 

The Mayor thanked Cllr Brame for representing the Town on Look East. 
The Council then discussed whether they had a role in reassuring migrant workers 
in the Town following the leave EU referendum result. Council noted that the 
police reported that there had been no increase in reported hate crime in the 
Town.  Some Councillors however were concerned that there could be an 
increase of unreported hate crime. The use of the word fear was challenged 
however a number of councillors gave anecdotal evidence about the worries of 
European residents in the Town.  
Cllr Armes recommended that the Town issue a statement acknowledging the 
huge benefit that migrants bring to the Town, no motion was agreed on this 
matter.   
It was then suggested that an event that showcased the food and cultures of the 
different residents of Thetford would be a good way forward. Organisations like 
the police and Citizen’s advice bureau could be invited to attend and have stands 
to help people if required.  The majority felt that the event must be inclusive and 
involve Thetfordians and different minority groups in the planning.  
Cllr Brame proposed that an event be planned to celebrate the contribution of 
migrant workers in the Town at a cost of £500 with free use of the Guildhall. This 
was seconded by Cllr Brindle and agreed. There was one vote against and 1 
abstention. It was agreed that VEM would discuss arrangements at the meeting 
on the 17th of August.  
 
RESOLVED:  The Council agreed to run an inclusive event in September to 
celebrate the contribution made to the Town by migrant workers. The 
council will allocate £500 and allow free use of the Guildhall. 

 
166/16  CHRISTMAS LIGHT INSTALLATION TENDER LETTER         

Council considered the tender for the Christmas lights in the town. The Town 
Clerk was asked to make minor amendments to the specification. Cllr Canham 
proposed the Xmas lights tender. This was seconded by Cllr Newton and 
agreed. 
 
RESOLVED: The Town council agreed the tender for the Xmas lights. 
 

167/16 ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS 
 The Town Clerk raised the issue of non-elected members booking events, staff 

and equipment without coming through the Town Council office. It was agreed 
that all bookings must come through the office and that the Town Clerk would 
recirculation the booking procedures.  
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168/16  PRESS RELEASES 
It was agreed to issue a press release to celebrate 30 year tenancy. 
 
The Chairman asked Councillors if they agree to take the item 169/16 below the 
line due to the confidential nature of the item. This was agreed by Council. 
 
 

169/16  19.57pm  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
    It was resolved that, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to    
    Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded for any remaining  
    items of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the  
    public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be    
    discussed. 
 

170/16  COMMITTEE REPORTS                                
Cllr Brame identified the correction of Barrett and Cooke. 
 
a) Full Council (minutes 127/16 & 124/16) &  28/06/2016 
 
RESOLVED: The Full Council minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
19.58 Meeting Closed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


