
 
 

 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE, 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st JULY 2015 AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,  

KINGS HOUSE, THETFORD STARTING AT 4.00 P.M 
 

Present: 
The Mayor, Councillor R G Kybird 

                                                   
      Councillors 

  M P Brindle      C R P Burnett 
  Mrs B J Canham (Chairman)    D M Crawford 
  C Harvey      Mrs J Hollis 
  J Newton      T J Jermy  
  M S Robinson 
       

Officers in attendance: 
  Emma Patrick  Deputy Town Clerk 
  Chris Crimmen Committee Secretary 
 

Minutes 
 
176/15           DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
  None. 
 
177/15  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  Apologies were received from Ms F Robinson. 
 
178/15    MINUTES 

Resolved the minutes of the Committee’s meeting, held on 3rd June 2015, as 
received by Full Council on 30th June 2015, be confirmed as a true record and 
signed/initialled by the Chairman.   

 
179/15  ACTION POINTS 

The Chairman received an update on last meetings action points: 

 Councillor D Crawford has not got any satisfaction regarding the query 
asking NCC which other Norfolk towns are not gritted. Councillor T 
Jermy stated he is a member of the Environment, Transport and 
Development committee and will table a question. 

 A report on the use of King Street Square is being dealt with under 
agenda item 183/15. 

 
180/15  BUDGET REVIEW 

The Chairman reviewed the 2015/16 budget. 
The Deputy Town Clerk reported she had received a letter from the Trustee and 
Treasurer of the Charles Burrell Museum. He informed the Council that the 
Museum is making progress towards National Museum Accreditation Status. He 
offered the Council a brief presentation to explain the planned renovations and 
improvements they are working towards with their Landlords Breckland Council 
that will greatly enhance the external look of the Museum. Following a 
discussion Councillor M Robinson proposed and Councillor D Crawford 
seconded that the Committee hold back on further grant discussions until the 
Museum have obtained National Museum Accreditation Status. It was agreed to 
accept the invitation of a presentation from the Charles Burrell Museum to hear 
the planned renovations and improvements they are working towards with their 
landlord Breckland Council that will greatly enhance the external look of the 
Museum. 
RECOMMENDATION: The Committee hold back on further grant 
discussions until the Museum have obtained National Museum 
Accreditation Status. It was agreed to accept the invitation of a 



 
 

presentation from the Charles Burrell Museum to hear the planned 
renovations and improvements they are working towards with their 
landlord Breckland Council that will greatly enhance the external look of 
the Museum. 
 
At this point the Chairman closed the meeting so a local resident, Karen Dixon, 
could address the Committee. 
 
Karen Dixon, who lives on the Bury Road, was extremely concerned about the 
amount of HGV’s illegally going the wrong way (Southbound) on the Bury Road. 
In the past few weeks cars have had wing mirrors knocked off their vehicles, 
two cars have been written of and lorries have been seen to mount pavements 
whilst mothers are wheeling prams along them.  She was extremely concerned 
that it was only a matter of time until someone was seriously injured or worse. 
She was about to start a petition to have something done about this problem 
but asked the Council so some help on this matter.  
 
The Chairman thanked the resident for her input and reopened the meeting. 
 
After a discussion it was: 
RESOLVED:  

 The Council to back the petition. 

 The Council to ask STAG to put pressure on the Police for an 
enforcement policy to fine HGV’s who ignore the notices. 

 The Council to write to Norfolk Constabulary to encourage 
enforcement. 

 The Council to write to Tom McCabe, Director of Transport at 
Norfolk County Council to request support of these steps to 
eradicate the problem and to consider what other options may be 
available to assist. 

 
181/15  PLAY AREAS 

The Deputy Town Clerk reported that all the transfer paperwork being prepared 
for signature for both parties. 
Councillor C R P Burnett asked the Committee to consider a proposal for play 
area on Glebe Close. The Chairman explained that this would be an additional 
area that the Town Council would become responsible for, not only for the 
equipment but also the open space management.  The Chairman stated that 
initially a local residents group should be formed in order to gauge support for 
the proposal and raise money for the play park in the same way as the other 
three Residents Associations are currently doing. It was suggested that 
Breckland Council are approached first in order to find out whether land would 
be available and under what terms.  It was also agreed that any final decision 
would have to be taken by Full Council. 

 
182/15  LITTER & ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

The Deputy Town Clerk gave an update following the 18th June 2015 Street 
Drinking Meeting. She said a request had been made for the group to meet with 
the Breckland Licensing team on 16th July 2015 to discuss; Issues at Licensed 
Premises and What ‘Controls’ could be implemented at a Licensed Premises.  
She was awaiting the Licensing Team to confirm their availability. 
It was agreed to set up an Environmental task and finish group.  Councillors 
who will serve on this group are M Brindle, C Burdett, D Crawford and J 
Newton.  A meeting date will be set for later this month. 
The Deputy Town Clerk updated the Committee with further information from 
Sudbury Town Council regarding their Community Warden Scheme. They 
employ two Community Wardens, one full time and one part time as well as an 
apprentice. This is fully funded by the Council themselves, and the wardens 



 
 

deal with all manner of issues such as dog fouling, fly tipping and working in 
schools and with young people. They also work in close partnership with the 
Town Council match-funded PCSO in dealing with these issues.  It was agreed 
that this would be passed to the Environmental task and finish group to 
consider and report back to the Committee. 

 
183/15  KING STREET SQUARE 

The Deputy Town Clerk had circulated a procedure for booking of King Street 
Square together with a booking form.  Councillor M Robinson proposed and 
Councillor M Brindle seconded that the booking procedure and booking form for 
Kings Street Square be adopted. 
The Deputy Town Clerk reported that the water feature in King Street Square 
was currently switched off.  This was due to the failure of the water pump, and 
the engineer who visited site to fix stated that the filter basket fitted when the 
square was constructed is not large enough for the chamber it sits in causing 
the issues.  As this is a design fault, the Deputy Town Clerk is pursuing this with 
the manufactures as it means it is not fit for purpose.  The Committee discussed 
the issues surrounding the water feature in King Street Square. It was agreed 
that there have been lots of different problems since it was installed and was 
not fit for purpose. After considerable discussion Councillor T Jermy proposed 
and Councillor M Robinson seconded that a suitable wording will be agreed to 
invite the public/ratepayers for suggestions to improve or change the use of the 
water feature. This would be done in two stages. 
RECOMMENDATION: A suitable wording will be agreed to invite the 
public/ratepayers for suggestions to improve or change the use of the 
water feature. This would be done in two stages. 

 
184/15  OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT 

The Deputy Town Clerk reported following the incident of the traveller incursion 
on School Plain, options are being considered or restricting vehicle access to 
Town Council land.  The alternative options and costings will be presented to 
the Committee once they are available. 
The Deputy Town Clerk reported an updated is awaited on Breckland District 
Council’s emptying of litter and dog waste bins located on Town Council land 
following the Town Clerk’s letter to the Chief Executive at Breckland Council. 
Councillor J Newton stated that in the future when trees are cut down in Castle 
Park, the Council should consider replacing them.  The Deputy Town Clerk 
stated this is something that will be looked at and noted that where trees are 
removed in a conservation area there is a requirement to replace (although not 
necessarily in the exact same location).  Any replacement is done with the 
advice of the Breckland Tree Officer.  Councillor J Newton also drew 
Councillors attention to the path that leads across the park. Halfway across 
there is a very large dip that fills with water. The Deputy Town Clerk will speak 
to English Heritage to look for a solution to this issue. 
 

185/15  SKATE PARK 
The Deputy Town Clerk reported the skate park construction is now complete 
and as soon as the signage is installed, the fencing will be removed and the 
park opened. Details of an official opening event are being worked up and the 
Committee will be briefed as soon as they are available. 
  

186/15  INTER AGENCY MEETING 
The Deputy Town Clerk reported on the Inter Agency Meeting which took place 
on 4th June 2015. 

 
187/15  BUS INTERCHANGE 

There is no change and the Council is awaiting feedback from NCC. 
 



 
 

188/15  PUBLIC TOILETS 
The Deputy Town Clerk had been asked to consider a request for health 
posters to be installed in the Town Council run public toilets in Thetford from the 
Matrix Project. After considerable debate followed when councillors offered 
views for and against Councillor D Crawford proposed and Councillor M Brindle 
proposed that the A4 sized Matrix Project posters be displayed in the Town 
Council run public toilets in Thetford. A vote followed. For the proposition: 5 
votes. Against 3 votes. 1 abstention. The vote was carried. 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the A4 sized Matrix Project posters be 
displayed in the Town Council run public toilets in Thetford. 

 
189/15  BINS AND BENCHES APPLICATIONS 

None. 
 

190/15  COMMUNITY GRANTS 
None. 
 

191/15  SHAMBLES, MARKET PLACE 
An update from the Town Clerk was delivered at last night’s Full Council 
meeting. 

 
192/15  ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS 
 None. 
 
193/15  PRESS RELEASES 

To invite a public consultation to improve or change the King Street water 
feature, 
 
 

Chairman. 
 

ACTION POINT BY WHOM BY WHEN 

Contact NCC reference gritting of King 
Street and query what other Norfolk 
Towns are not gritted and to obtain a 
copy of policy 

Councillors  
D Crawford and T 
Jermy 

05/08/2015 

To find out from Breckland Council if 
the land in Glebe Close can be used 
as a play area.  

Councillor C 
Burnett 

05/08/2105 

Continue to hasten insurance company 
for St Peters wall repair. 
 

Town Clerk Ongoing 

Consult English Heritage regarding the 
balance of trees in Castle Park. 

Deputy Town 
Clerk 

05/08/2015 

 


