
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THETFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KING’S HOUSE, THETFORD, ON 

TUESDAY 30th MAY 2017, STARTING AT 7.00 P.M. WITH THE OPEN FORUM 
 

Present: 
 

The Mayor, Councillor D M Crawford 
 

Councillors:      
Mrs S J Armes      R F W Brame 

 M P Brindle       C R P Burnett 
 Mrs B J Canham      C Harvey  
 Mrs J Hollis       Mrs J James 
 J Newton       F Robinson 

M S Robinson       M Taylor 
 S N H Wright 

                                  
   Officers present: 

Tina Cunnell      Town Clerk  
Chris Crimmen    Committee Secretary 
 
    

     OPEN FORUM 
 

QUESTIONS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 
 

A resident reported that last month he had identified a piece of land adjacent to 
the Castle Park that he believed belongs to the Town Council. He felt it that could 
be used as an additional car park. The Town Clerk reported she believed this 
land belonged to Breckland Council and the matter had now been passed to the 
ALP Committee to take this matter forward. 
A resident addressed the Council and stated he had been sent a letter explaining 
why his ponies cannot graze on Barnham Common. The Town Clerk read the 
letter that had been sent to him explaining the Council’s decision. He stated he 
remained disappointed not to have obtained the right to graze and his comments 
were noted by the Council. 

 
Minutes 

 
50/17  DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
               None. 
 
51/17  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
               Apologies were received from Councillors T J Jermy and R G Kybird. 
 
52/17      MINUTES              

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 25th April 2017, 
excepting those items dealt with following the exclusion of press and 
public, addressed under agenda item 64/17 below, to be confirmed as a 
true record and signed/initialled by the Committee Chairman. 
 
RESOLVED: The minutes of the Mayor Making held on Tuesday 9th May 
2017 be confirmed as a true record and signed/initialled by the Committee 
Chairman. 
  

 



 
 

RESOLVED: The Special Council Meeting held on 16th May 2017 to be 
confirmed as a true record and signed/initialled by the Committee 
Chairman. 

 
53/17  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  To receive the following: 
 

a) Planning Committee minutes 919/16 – 928/16) 02/05/2017 
 
RESOLVED: The Planning Committee minutes were adopted as 
presented. 
 
b) VEM Committee  (minutes 929/17 – 936/17) 03/05/2017 
 
RESOLVED: The VEM Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
c) ALP  Committee (minutes 937/17 – 949/17) 03/05/2017 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That Thetford Town Council adopt the Thetford Town 
Council Emergency Procedures Plan.  
 
RESOLVED: The ALP Committee minutes and recommendation were 
adopted as presented.  
 
d) VEM Committee  (minutes 12/17 – 26/17) 10/05/2017 
 
RESOLVED: The VEM minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
e) Finance Committee  (minute numbers 34/17 – 49/17) 23/05/2017 

 
RECOMMENDATION: To recommend the transfer to and from reserves as 

per page 36 of the draft Financial Report for the Year Ended 31 March 2017. 

RECOMMENDATION: To recommend the adoption of the Financial Report 

for the year ended 31 March 2017. 

RESOLVED: The Finance Committee minutes and recommendations 

were adopted as presented. 

54/17  MAYOR’S REMARKS AND REPORT  
The Mayor had circulated a list of events he had attended since his inauguration.  
(See appendix A). He was very impressed with the building on his visit to the 
ultra energy efficient Nursery building at the Norwich Road Academy. This 
showed very clearly what can be done in the future to become energy efficient.  

 
55/17       TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 

Councillor J Newton reported he had attended the last STAG meeting as he had 
resigned as a Council representative. The priorities had not changed from last 
month: 

 Street drinking and Anti-social behaviour. 

 Stopping the heavy goods vehicles using the Bury Road and Nuns Bridges. 

He went on to report he will still attend the closed STAG meetings as a 
representative of the Cloverfield Residents Group. 



 
 

Councillor S Wright reported that following the road repairs outside the Grammar 
School the speed hump has now been flattened and the 20 mph speed limit was 
constantly broken and he had reported this to Breckland Council.  
Councillor M Robinson reported he, together with Councillor B Canham, had 
attended the Keystone Finance Sub Group and they had been informed of their 
homeless strategy.  
Councillor B Canham reported that the Charles Burrell Museum had opened and 
set out a programme of events for this year which included the Heritage Open 
Day. 
Councillor S Armes reported she had attended the Thetford Twinning Association 
meeting on 11th May 2017. Miss Corinne Fulford gave a presentation on her 
ideas working towards celebrating Thetford Remembers the First World War. 
Councillor S Armes said that after attending the meeting she was informed by the 
Town Clerk that Thetford Town Council already had events in place to 
commemorate 2018 that had been booked for several months together with 
arrangements for the Peace Day in 2019. She went on the report that on 10th 
September 2017 two persons from France would be competing in the marathon 
and on 21st October 2017 Thetford will host the swimming gala with our twin 
towns from Germany and Holland. 
Councillor S Wright reported that some of the graffiti that was reported at the 
Annual Town meeting has been cleaned up by Breckland Council. The trees that 
had been made safe leaving stumps were considered for carving by a chain saw 
artist. The Thetford Society had submitted an bit to finance this work. The car 
park in School Lane will have extra car parking spaces, landscaping keeping the 
original trees and have the small bollards taken away. 
Councillor R Brame reported he wished to resign as the Council representative 
on the Greater Thetford Development Partnership Communities Sub-Group and 
asked if any Councillor wished to replace him so this can be agreed and the June 
Full Council. 

                   
56/17  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Councillor J Newton reported he had read the 450 pages of the Breckland 
parking survey which was full of statistics. It noted that the parking areas are over 
capacity with the 2 hour restriction notices are not being observed. One of the 
objectives is to increase the capacity without affecting the economic vitality of 
local retailers. He noted that there are only 28 disabled spaces out of the total of 
679 space and he felt there should be many more. 
Councillor M Taylor reported that at a Breckland Council planning meeting he 
pointed out two planning application decisions by officers were clearly incorrect 
as the decisions were reversed but he wondered how the Breckland Council 
officers came to those decisions. 
Councillor M Robinson he had attended a Breckland Council Cabinet meeting 
where the third quarter results were discussed. In the 2019/20 budget £923,000 
of savings will be required. This follows restraints from central government. 
Councillor R Brame reported that the Breckland Council Planning Committee 
look at the applications based purely on policy. The officer’s decisions can be 
changed by Councillors. He went on to report that everything was on hold at 
Norfolk County Council until after the general election.   

 
57/17  HEALTH & SAFETY 

The Town Clerk reported that all the H&S procedures put into place over the past 
12 months will be reviewed in July with feedback from all the Committees. She 
reported that the works team now have a dedicated PC which enabled on line 
training and feedback. She noted the recent forest fire on heathland outside 
Thetford recently and will review the notices on Banham Cross Common to forbid 
open fires and bbq’s on the common.  



 
 

 
58/17              THE BRECKS’ FEN EDGE & RIVERS LANDSCAPE PARTNERSHIP  

(WET BRECKS) 
Councillor S Wright reminded Councillors that  in January this year the Council 
had sent a letter of support for the proposal for a new Landscape Partnership 
Scheme focussing on the ‘Wet Brecks’, the Fenland boundary and River valleys 
now called The Brecks’ Fen Edge & Rivers Landscape Partnership (Wet Brecks). 
Working with other partners this is a long term project the Council should 
encourage making more of the amenities by upgrading footpaths, notices, 
signage and canoe hire. Directly in the water space study there is Thetford 
related potential of over £300k of project delivery and the Town Clerk has looked 
at a package the Council could offer: 
1. Thetford Town Council to send a letter of intent to be a partner in the 

WetBrecks Project. 
2. Cash, Thetford Town Council has from now until 2020 to build up a sum of 

money for the second stage of the application and then a further 5 years over 

which to pay the sum. The suggestion would be to budget for £10k over this 

period of 2017-2026. 

3. Non –Cash Contributions. The small office upstairs in the Guildhall is not 

required by the new users and therefore is empty. It is not particularly large 

and of low commercial value, so a contribution of the office and utilities, free 

pitches at markets and events, use of venues and some officer time would 

equate to a contribution of about £15k over the lifetime of the project (starting  

October 2017). 

4. The combination of these would lead to a contribution of £25k over the life of 

the project. 

5. The non-fiscal benefits of them having an office here are: 

 Thetford central to the project. 

 Thetford would receive a lot of extra media coverage and visitors due to 

the project. 

 External agencies and partners will be here on a regular basis allowing 

good working partnerships to be formed. 

 Being part of such a partnership will attract new interest in our projects 

such as the interest from the CAMEO partnership in producing eel riffles 

at two-mile bottom. 

After a discussion Councillor M Brindle proposed and Councillor J James 
seconded: 
RESOLVED: Councillors S Wright and J Newton should represent Thetford 
Town Council on the HLF Board. 
 
Councillor S Wright proposed and Councillor J Newton seconded: 
RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council support the WetBrecks project 
and pass this to the Finance Committee to discuss the budget for 
supporting the following:   
1. Thetford Town Council to send a letter of intent to be a partner in the 

WetBrecks Project. 
2. Cash. Thetford Town Council has from now until 2020 to build up a sum 

of money for the second stage of the application and then a further 5 

years over which to pay the sum. The suggestion would be to budget 

for £10k over this period of 2017-2026. 

3. Non –Cash Contributions. The small office upstairs in the Guildhall is 

not required by the new users and therefore is empty. It is not 

particularly large and of low commercial value, so a contribution of the 



 
 

office and utilities, free pitches at markets and events, use of venues 

and some officer time would equate to a contribution of about £15k over 

the lifetime of the project (starting  October 2017). 

59/17  INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT  
The Chair of Finance recommended adoption of internal report (see appendix B) 
and the six recommendations from the Council auditors, Ensors Accountants 
LLP. There followed a discussion on the main points in the report and the 
Council’s responses and action to be taken. Councillor J Newton proposed and 
Councillor C Harvey seconded: 
RESOLVED: Thetford Town Council adopt the Internal Audit Report and the 
Town Council responses therein. 

 
60/17  APPROVAL OF YEAR END REPORT 31/03/2017 

The Chair of Finance recommended adoption of the Year End Report 31/03/2016 
together with transfers to and from reserves. After a discussion Councillor S 
Armes proposed and Councillor J Newton seconded: 
RESOLVED: Thetford Town Council adopt the Year End Report 31/03/2017 
together with the transfers to and from reserves. 

 
61/17  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

It was agreed the members of a working group to look at the requirements and 
expectations for the Neighbourhood Plan of Thetford Town Council within a 
conservation area were: 
Councillors R Brame, M Brindle, B Canham, D Crawford, C Harvey, J Newton 
and S Wright. 
 

62/17 ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS 
  None. 
 
63/17  PRESS RELEASES 

None. 
 

64/17  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
    To consider resolving that, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to    
    Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded for any remaining  
    items of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the  
    public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be    
    discussed. 
 

65/17  COMMITTEE REPORTS                                
To receive Committee minutes recorded below the line: 
 
 

Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix A - Agenda Number 54/17 

 
COUNCIL MEETING: TUESDAY 30th May 2017 

 
Events attended since the last meeting 

 
                        Mayor of Thetford Councillor Terry Jermy 
  April 
  28 The Mayor of Great Yarmouth’s Civic Ball 
  May 
  5 The Mayor of Watton’s Civic Reception 
 
                        Mayor of Thetford Councillor Denis Crawford 

May 
  12 Chairman of Norfolk County Council’s Civic Reception 
  15 ‘An Evening with Pascal’ at West Suffolk College 
      16 Thetford and District Dementia Support Group Dementia Awareness Day 

at the Guildhall 
  17 The Mayor of Diss Civic Reception 



 
 

      25 Grand Opening of Ultra Energy Efficient Nursery building at Norwich 
Road    Academy 

 
  Events attended by the Deputy Mayor of Thetford Councillor Roy Brame 
  May 
  16 NSPCC West Suffolk branch Annual Meeting 
 
                        List of Forthcoming Events 
                        9 June 2017 Civic Reception 
                       11 June 2017 Civic Service 
                       17 September 2017 Battle of Britain Service 
                       12 November 2017 Remembrance Parade 

 
   

 
  

 
 




