
 
 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THETFORD TOWN COUNCIL  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KING’S HOUSE, THETFORD, 

ON TUESDAY 16th MAY 2017, STARTING AT 5.30 P.M. 
 

Present: 
 

The Mayor, Councillor D M Crawford 
 

Councillors:      
R F W Brame       M P Brindle 

 B J Canham       C Harvey  
 J Hollis        J James 
 T J Jermy       R G Kybird 
 J Newton       M Taylor 
 S N H Wright   

                                  
   Officers present: 

Tina Cunnell      Town Clerk 
Rosalind Barnett     ALP Officer   
Chris Crimmen    Committee Secretary 
 
                                                     Minutes 

 
27/17  DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
  None. 
 
28/17  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
               Apologies were received from Councillors S J Armes and M S Robinson. 
 
29/17  HORSES ON BARNHAM COMMON 

The ALP Officer stated that there are two horses on Barnham Cross Common. 
The equine bailiffs that have been commissioned to post warning signs reported 
that the horses look well cared and therefore it was likely that the owners would 
comply with the seizure notice that has been issued. However, should the horses 
remain after the 96 hour deadline the purchase of the services of an equine bailiff 
acting under the Animals Act 1971 would be necessary at a cost that does not 
exceed £9,000 to remove the horses that are fly grazing on Barnham Cross 
Common. She had circulated a table of actions and costs for Councillors to study 
prior to the meeting (see Appendix A).  
 
At this point Councillor C Harvey joined the meeting. 
 
There followed a discussion and Councillors made the following points: 

 There needs to be a process to sort this problem out. 

 Is there any way of limiting the cost? 

 The Council is obliged to handle this in the correct and legal manner. 

 Can the Council explore other ways of removing the horses in a legal 
manner? 

 A Councillor had contacted the Hillside Animal Sanctuary who take in 
unwanted and abused animals. He was informed they would accept these 
animals. 

 There should be a sub group to discuss, investigate and recommended a 
process for Officers to follow in future. 

Councillor M Taylor asked if a local resident could speak to offer advice. The 
Chairman asked Councillors if they wished to close the meeting to let the 
resident speak and he put this to a vote: 



 
 

For the motion: 1 vote. Against: 9 votes. Abstentions 2 votes. The motion was 
defeated. 
Councillor R Kybird proposed and Councillor J Hollis seconded: 
RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council create a budget of up to £9,000 to 
allow the process outlined in this paper (Appendix A) to happen. The 
council will take further action to explore means by which costs can be 
limited when removing horses from the common. 
 
It was agreed by Council to set up a sub-group to discuss, investigate and 
recommended a process for Officers to follow in the future for the removal of 
horses from Council land. The following Councillors wished to be included in the 
sub-group: 
Councillors D Crawford, B Canham, C Harvey, J James and M Taylor. 
 

30/17  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
To consider resolving that, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded for any remaining items of 
business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

 
 

Chairman. 




