
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THETFORD TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER, KING’S HOUSE, THETFORD, ON TUESDAY 31st MAY 2016,  

STARTING AT 6.00 P.M. WITH THE OPEN FORUM STARTING AT 7.00 P.M. 
 

Present: 
 

The Mayor Councillor T J Jermy 
 

Councillors: 
  Mrs S J Armes     R F W Brame  
  M P Brindle      C R P Burnett   
  Mrs B J Canham     D M Crawford  
  C Harvey      Mrs J Hollis  
  R G Kybird      J C Moorman     
  J Newton      M S Robinson 

S N H Wright   
                                  
   Officers present: 

Tina Cunnell      Acting Town Clerk   
  Chris Crimmen     Committee Secretary 

 
               OPEN FORUM 

 
QUESTIONS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 

 
Minutes 

 
22/16  DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
               None. 
 
23/16  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
               Apologies were received from Councillors Ms F Robinson and M Taylor. 
 
24/16      MINUTES              

 Resolved the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26th April 2016, 
excepting those items dealt with following the exclusion of press and 
public, to be addressed under item 39/16 below, to be confirmed as a true 
record and signed/initialled by the Committee Chairman (blue papers 
refers). 

 Resolved the minutes of the Special Full Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 4th May 2016, excepting those items dealt with following the 
exclusion of press and public, to be addressed under item 39/16 below, to 
be confirmed as a true record and signed/initialled by the Committee 
Chairman (white papers refers). 

 
25/16  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
                To receive the following:  
 

a) Planning Committee (minutes 1139/15 – 1145/15) 03/05/2016 
 
RESOLVED: The Planning Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 

 
b) Amenities, Land and Property Committee (minutes 1145/15 – 1152/15) 

04/05/2015 
 



 
 

RECOMMENDATION: The Community Grant and Medium Grant application 
paperwork, requirements and process be adopted by the Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That £160,000, part of the Playpark commuted sum, 
should be invested with Barrett & Cooke in line with Thetford Town Council’s 
Investment Policies. 
 
RESOLVED: The ALP Committee minutes and recommendations were 
adopted as presented.  
  

26/16  MAYOR’S REMARKS AND REPORT  
                Events attended since the last meeting 
 
                       Mayor of Thetford Councillor Robert Kybird 
  April 
  27 Mayor of Haverhill’s Service of Thanksgiving 
  28 Photocall at Centre Parcs re Town Sponsorship 
   Mayoral talk to police cadets 
  29 Book launch and inaugural Richard Fulmerston lecture at Thetford 
   Grammar School 
  30 Plantlife Spring Survey at Barnham Cross Common 
  May 
  4 Suffolk County Council’s Chairman’s Reception 
  6 Norfolk County Council Chairman’s Reception 
  7 Third Anniversary of The Thomas Paine Hotel 
 
                        Mayor of Thetford Councillor Terry Jermy 

May 
  15 Mayor of Ipswich Charity Curry Evening 
  16 Afternoon tea organised by the Royal Voluntary Association for the over 
   50s at Abbey Neighbourhood Centre 
   Ely Annual Council Meeting & Mayor Making Ceremony 
  18 Thetford Young Business Group Meeting 
  20 West Suffolk College Art & Design Show 
  21 Thetford Bulldogs Presentation Evening 
  23 Community Litter Pick – Redcastle Estate 
  25 Thetford Academy ‘Big Summer Blowout’ Music Summer Showcase 
 
  Events attended by the Deputy Mayor of Thetford Councillor Denis Crawford 
  May 
  14 Chairman of North Norfolk District Council’s Charity Concert at Fakenham 
   Parish Church 
 
                        List of Forthcoming Events 
                        10 June Civic Reception 
                        12 June Civic Service 
 
27/16       TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 

Councillor J Newton reported he had attended this month’s STAG meeting after 
attending his wards residents meetings to have a greater input into the meeting.  
The priorities agreed were: 

 Anti-Social Behaviour, Street Drinking, Cycling and Drug Related 
activities in the Town Centre. 

 Anti-Social behaviour involving vehicle damage, initially on the Abbey 
Estate. 

 Fly tipping. 



 
 

At the GTDP meeting he spoke to Rob Walker and was invited to the control 
room in King’s Lynn. He arranged for his group to visit on a later date and the 
visit was most informative. 
Councillor Mrs S Armes reported she had visited the Thetford Music Project on 
23rd May 2016 and they now have 80 members. She reported there is to be a 
summer concert on 7th July 2016. The Principal of the Academy is very much 
behind the Thetford Music and has appointed a NVQ Music teacher who will start 
in September to give extra teaching support.  
Councillor T Jermy reported on the Greater Thetford Development Partnership, 
The next main board meeting will be the 24th June which is also open to the 
public and should include a public question and answer session. During the last 
month he attended the interview / discussion meeting with the proposed 
‘independent Chairman’ for the Board. The meeting agreed to appoint the 
applicant. 
Charles Burrell Centre Board; Next board meeting to take place on Wednesday 
8th June 2016 when a date for the AGM will be set now that draft accounts for the 
last financial year have been produced. The AGM is likely to be in July 2016.  
General Councillor activities: 
25.05.16 – Mobility Scooter Users:  He hosted a meeting of mobility scooter 
users’ in Thetford and David Jacklin – an NCC Highways Officer. Each attendee 
gave examples of how difficult it is for them to undertake basic tasks due to a 
lack of accessible footpaths. We discussed how members of the public can 
highlight problem areas and request that NCC take action. The group may now 
form a renewed version of the Thetford Access Group which some Councillors 
may recall? 

 
28/16  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Councillor J Newton had contacted the District Environment Officer regarding a 
fly-tipping problem at Nicholson Yard, off Castle Street. Although this was on 
private land Breckland Council agreed to remove the items as a one off action. 
Whilst at Full Breckland Council the leader announce that graffiti in Thetford 
would all be removed by the end of June 2016. 
Councillor T Jermy reported: 
Norfolk County Council 31.05.16 – Policy and Resources Committee;  
P&R Committee agreed with proposals in relation to offering financial support to 
Baxter Healthcare. This has been on the radar for some months and the NCC 
Economic Development Team has been working hard to put together a package 
that would enable Baxters to continue operating their factory in Thetford. The 
loss of this site would have had a significant impact in Thetford with around 500 
immediate job losses and significant negative impact on other plans for example 
the A11 technology corridor and Thetford Enterprise Park. These proposals will 
now go to NCC Full Council where I will continue to push the Council to provide 
support to Baxters. Incidentally, the Government were also asked to step in and 
provide support, but declined. 
Also on the Agenda for P&R Committee – members agreed to a range of NCC 
owned assets being declared as ‘surplus to requirements’. This included no. 4 
Minstergate and the former Cosy Carpets warehouse. These will now be 
marketed to see who may be interested in taking them on. He is going to request 
that Thetford Town Council debate and agree whether or not they wish to take on 
Cosy Carpets at a future meeting as he believes the Council should put in an 
expression of interest as soon as they are able to. 
09.05.15 – NCC Full Council; This meeting saw a change in Leadership with Cliff 
Jordan (Conservative) elected as Leader of the Council and now all Chairmen of 
the five main service committees are Conservative, and also the Vice Chairman 
– apart from one Vice Chairman of a committee (ETD) which went to a UKIP 
member. 



 
 

20.05.16 – He attended Environment, Transport and Development Committee; 
Items to note include £5,775 being agreed for drainage improvement work at 
McKenzie Road which has been suffering from flooding issues recently and 
£21,000 for resurfacing works to King Street – outside Kings House. He 
challenged why some districts, eg. Breckland only had a total share of the fund of 
£130k whilst South Norfolk area got £360k. 
12.05.16 - Breckland Council – Annual meeting took place on 12th May. This saw 
William Nunn confirmed as Leader and Bill Borrett take over as Chairman of 
Council and Kate Millbank become Vice Chairman. At the meeting I highlighted 
that the refreshed Corporate Plan gave little mention of social and affordable 
housing. There seemed to be no progress report on how this issue was being 
tackled and no targets being set. The Leader suggested that the Housing Annual 
delivery plan would contain more information about this subject but conceded the 
corporate plan was vague on this subject. 

 
29/16  GREATER THETFORD DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 

The Chairman reported that the Greater Thetford Development Partnership have 
requested that Thetford Town Council appoint a Councillor and alternative for the 
Communities Sub Group of the GTDP. After a discussion and a vote Councillor R 
Brame was appointed as the representative and Councillor Mrs B Canham was 
appointed as the representative. 

 
30/16  MARKET TOWN INITATIVE ACTON PLAN  

The Acting Town Clerk had circulated a report outlining the Market Town 
Initiative Action Plan and outlined some of the projects that would attract the 
funding from Breckland Council. She had covered areas that would be 
achievable over a short period of time. These had been organised under four 
headings – Events, Environment, Heritage and Business. The Committee 
discussed the report and the Chairman asked the Councillors to let the Acting 
Town Clerk know their ideas in writing so that she can get them approved and 
added to the paper ready for the next round of funding. The Council confirmed 
they approved the Market Town Initiative Action Report.  

 
31/16               PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE TO REPLACE TOYOTA VAN      

The Finance Manager had prepared a report to replace the Toyota Van with a 
Ford Transit Custom Diesel van. She had compared outright purchase of 
£14,149 with lease hire over a 3 year term at £221.25 p.m. The lease hire 
included maintenance and Road Fund Licence. After a discussion Councillor R 
Brame proposed and Councillor J Moorman seconded that the Council enter into 
a lease hire contract for 3 years, 10,000 miles per annum, for the Ford Transit 
Custom Diesel van at a cost of £221.25 per month to include maintenance and 
Road Fund Licence. 
RESOLVED: The Council enter into a lease hire contract for 3 years 10,000 
per annum for the Ford Transit Custom Diesel van at a cost of £221.25 per 
month to include maintenance and Road Fund Licence. 

 
32/16.             COMPLETION OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT SECTION OF  
                       ANNUAL RETURN 

The Chairman stated that the Finance Manager had prepared a brief that had 
been circulated to Councillors on the Annual Governance Statement 215/16 that 
will need to be signed on receipt of the Internal Audit Report. There are 12 
questions that need to be answered with respect to the accounting statements for 
the year ending 31st March 2015. The Chairman read out each question, stated 
what the Council had to do, what the question means and how the Council had 
achieved the necessary control. After each question the Council confirmed their 
agreement answering yes to each of the 12 questions. After a discussion 



 
 

Councillor M Brindle proposed and Councillor R Brame seconded that the 
Council agree to the answers given on the Annual Governance Statement 
2015/16 and a  agree that on receipt of the Internal Audit Report the document is 
signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council. 
RESOLVED: The Council agree to the answers given on the Annual 
Governance Statement 2015/16 and a  agree that on receipt of the Internal 
Audit Report the document is signed by the Chairman on behalf of the 
Council. 

                        
33/16              NEW MEMBERS OF PERSONNEL COMMITTEE        

Following recent changes to Standing Orders Councillors C Harvey, Mrs J Hollis, 
J Newton and Denis Crawford are appointed to serve on the Personnel 
Committee from 1st June 2016. 
RESOLVED: Following recent changes to Standing Orders Councillors C 
Harvey, Mrs J Hollis, J Newton and Denis Crawford are appointed to serve 
on the Personnel Committee from 1st June 2016. 

 
34/16              NEW MEMBER OF CIVIC & VEM COMMITTEE 

Following recent changes to Standing Orders Councillors Mrs J Hollis and           
J Newton were appointed to serve on the Civic Committee and Venues, Events 
and Marketing Committee from 1st June 2016. 
RESOLVED: Following recent changes to Standing Orders Councillors Mrs 
J Hollis and J Newton were appointed to serve on the Civic Committee and 
Venues, Events and Marketing Committee from 1st June 2016. 
 
At this point the Chairman suspended the meeting to allow the open forum to 
receive questions presented by the public.                

 
OPEN FORUM 

 
  QUESTIONS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 

Margaret Rutter reported the World Diabetes Day is scheduled to take place on          
September 14th November 2016 and asked if King’s House could be lit with a 
blue light. The Chairman replied that this matter would be passed to the 
Staniforth Trust. 
Corrine Brindle asked if something could be done about the amount of flyposting 
in and around the town. The Chairman replied that whenever this posters and 
banners are reported they are removed and the offenders telephoned to request 
that the offender does not repeat that action. 
Colin Armes asked the Council if an alternative car park could be open on a 
temporary basis whilst the car park in Tanner Street is closed for repairs.  
Corrine Fulford noted from the fantastic Market Town Initiative Action Plan the 
Heritage Information Boards to enhance the town centre could attract some 
funding. She had been working on Town Heritage Tours and stated that about 10 
years ago small coin shaped brass plaques were inserted into the pavements as 
a tourist trail. Some were now missing although the holes remain. It would be a 
quick win if a review could be carried out with a view to replacing the missing 
plaques. As far as the cast Heritage Information Boards set around the town are 
concerned some of these need replacing and refurbishing. Some are showing 
incorrect information. She also mentioned the new King’s Street Town Clock still 
is always incorrect and the fountain still remains unused. After all the money 
spent in this area it is, to say the least, a disappointment and needs to be looked 
at if a review of the Heritage area is underway. Councillor S Wright stated that 
this matter is still under review and when funding becomes available these issues 
will be reviewed. 



 
 

Margaret Rutter stated that the Market Place was given to the traders to use. The 
Chairman stated this item was on the agenda and there may be a press release 
issued. Margaret Rutter asked about the junction of the Croxton and Munford 
Roads. The Chairman reported that this was covered in his report given earlier 
and this is being passed to the Planning Committee to invite a Highways Officer 
to discuss this at a Planning meeting. 
Corinne Fulford was pleased to hear about the use of the Carnegie for Business 
Expos but wanted to bring to the attention of the Council the poor state of the 
paving in that area 
 
At this point Councillor D Crawford joined the meeting and gave his apologies for 
his lateness. 
 
The Chairman reconvened the meeting. 

 
35/16              MATCH FUNDED PCSO     
                       Councillor B Canham felt that it was time to discuss the possibility of match  
  funding a PCSO or a Council funded Warden. There followed a discussion: 

 With a new Police Commissioner perhaps we should wait and see what 
comes out from his office. 

 The £16,000 to match fund the PCSO should come out of the Police 
budget not the Town Councils. 

 The PPC is looking to do things. It is the wrong time for the Council to 
have discussions on the precept. There should be a public consultation. 

 Was against the idea of fund either but it now coming round to supporting 
PCSO/Warden. 

 Sudbury Town Council employ warden who have the power to fine anti-
social behaviour, littering, dog fouling issuing on the spot times. What 
they are doing should be investigated. 

Councillor R Brame proposed and Councillor Mrs J Hollis seconded that a Task 
and Finish group, consisting of Councillors Mrs B Canham, M Robinson, Mrs S 
Armes, R Kybird, R Brame, Mrs J Hollis and J Moorman, discuss and agree a 
way forward the possibility of match funding a PCSO or a Council funded 
Warden. 
RESOLVED: That a Task and Finish group, consisting of Councillors Mrs B 
Canham, M Robinson, Mrs S Armes, R Kybird, R Brame, Mrs J Hollis and J 
Moorman, discuss and agree a way forward the possibility of match  
funding a PCSO or a Council funded Warden. 

 
36/16 ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS 

None. 
 

37/16  PRESS RELEASES 
None. 
 

38/16  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
    To consider resolving that, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to    
    Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded for any remaining  
    items of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the  
    public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be    
    discussed. 
 

39/16  COMMITTEE REPORTS                                
To receive Committee minutes recorded below the line. 
 



 
 

a) Full Council (minutes 1136/15 – 1134/15) 26/04/2016 
 
RESOLVED: The Full Council minutes were adopted as presented. 

 
 

40/16              MARKET PLACE 
The Chairman reported that, together with the Deputy Town Clerk and the Town 
Clerk, they had been invited to a meeting with senior officers of Breckland 
Council regarding Market Place car park. He was pleased to report that 
Breckland Council have withdrawn its claim and and legal challenge in relation to 
the freehold ownership of the Market Place car park. He outlined the 
arrangements for the recharge of the operational management of the car park. 
After a discussion Councillor M Brindle proposed and Councillor R Brame 
seconded that Thetford Council would not pursue their legal costs approximately 
£3,000 it had incurred defending this action from Breckland Council. The Town 
Council agree the arrangements for the recharge of the operational management 
of the car park from 1st July 2016 to the 31st December 2016. 
There followed a vote. For the proposal 13 votes and there was 1 abstention. 
The motion was carried. 
RESOLVED: That Thetford Council would not pursue their legal costs 
approximately £3,000 it had incurred defending this action from Breckland 
Council. The Town Council agree the arrangements for the recharge of the 
operational management of the car park from 1st July 2016 to the 31st 
December 2016. 

 
 
 
 

Chairman. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  


