
MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE AMENITIES, LAND AND PROPERTIES 

COMMITTEE, HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd FEBRUARY 2021 2.00 P.M. 

Present:  

The Mayor, Councillor M S Robison 

Councillors: 

 C Barreto, M P Brindle, B J Canham, D M Crawford, C Harvey, 

D J Hodgkinson (Vice Chair), J Hollis, J James, T J Jermy (Chair),  

Officers in attendance:  

Mark Webster Countryside Officer, Alan, Yorke Deputy Town Clerk 

Roger Stebbings Works Manager , Chris Crimmen Committee Secretary 

 

MINUTES 

745/20 

 

DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

None. 

746/20 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Councillor R F W Brame. 

747/20 

 

MINUTES. 

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Amenities Land and Property Committee’s 

meeting held on 6th January 2021 received by Council on 26th January 2021 

be confirmed as a true record and signed/initialled by the Committee 

Chairman. 

748/20 

 ACTION POINTS & UPDATES 

The Countryside Officer reported on the Litter Picking for Families initiative. .  

The tools needed have been ordered and will be delivered later this week.  

749/20 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MONTH 10 

The Deputy Town Clerk reported the budget had all costs included and asked for 

any questions. The were no questions and Councillors noted the budget for Month 

10. 

750/20 

 HEALTH & SAFETY  

Councillor C Harvey reported the fallen trees between the river and Mill Lane are 

being played on by children and are dangerous. The Countryside Officer reported 

they are due to be cut up and removed as soon as possible. These are due to be 

discussed under 750/20. 

751/20 

STREETSCENE & COUNTRYSIDE OFFICERS’ REPORT  

The Countryside Officer had prepared a letter of thanks to the volunteers who had 

worked for a total of 647 hours improving to towns green spaces from the Chair 

and members of the ALP Committee. This was welcomed by the committee. 

The Countryside Officer gave his report (see Appendix A) and covered: 

• The tree planting at Ford Meadow/Nun’s Bridges/Lady Gentle Meadow. 

• The recent flooding. 

• Tree/scrub removal on Barnham Cross Common. 

• The section of the flint wall on School Plain that has fallen away 



The report was noted by the committee.  

He had circulated a tree report to councillors which showed the work that was 

needed in the next three, six and twelve months. It was noted that the tree belt at 

the top of Barnham Common will not be undertaken as it is believed this is 

Breckland Council’s responsibility (this is the Navarino Belt Area).  Additionally, 

dealing with the 2 fallen trees at Nun’s Bridges would cost £300/£400. After a 

discussion Councilor B Canham proposed and Councilor J James seconded  

RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council proceed with the three- and six-

month tree work and fallen trees in year, and to review 12 month works at 

the next meeting. 

752/20 

ACADEMY FENCE 

The Council had been asked by the Academy to help to provide a more robust 

boundary fence between the school and the skate park. Three quotations had been 

circulated prior to the meeting and there followed a discussion. Councillor B 

Canham proposed and Councillor J James seconded that this item should be 

deferred to the next meeting when more information could be gained on the work 

to be carried out. This was agreed by the committee. 

753/20 

SMALL GRANTS 

The Council had received an application for a grant Thetford Town Football Club 

and the relevant papers had been circulated to the committee. Councillor C Barreto 

declare a non-pecuniary interest in the item and did not take part in the discussion. 

Councillor C Harvey proposed and Councillor D Crawford seconded: 

RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council award a £300 small grant to 

Thetford Town Football Club. 

754/20 

FISH PASS WORKS 

The Countryside Officer reported that Ellis Selway, from the Environment Agency 

who had sent several maps and structural design drawings (which had been 

circulated to councillors) in relation to Fish pass works, was unable to attend 

today's meeting.  

The Countryside Officer reported that Ellis Selway sent an email stating “I need 

confirmation that the Council will support the project by £10k or greater contribution 

and that they are happy to take on ownership/maintenance of structure once 

constructed. Based on consultation with our Framework contractors build costs 

(estimated £87-100K) exceed £50k funding allocated.  I can potentially bid for more 

funding, but I also need to check procurement as this exceeds our direct award 

value and means I would have to go out to tender.  Obviously, this makes meeting 

the deadline of 31st March 2021 difficult.  I’m therefore considering if funding can 

be carried over into next financial year our end and if the Council could secure their 

contribution next year?” 

Councillors were concerned with the contribution required from Thetford Town 

Council and having to take ownership/maintenance once the structure is 

completed.  

In the circumstances this item will be added to next month’s agenda when Ellis 

Selway can answerer these concerns raised by the committee. 

755/20 

THETFORD RIVER NETWORK 

Councillors had received a report (see Appendix B) together with a set of 

photographs on the Thetford River Network and there followed a discussion. It was 

agreed that this report is a starting point which will enable the Council to work with 



strategic partners and landowners. Councillors noted this report and that it will be 

updated on a regular basis and revisited in six months' time.  

It was noted that a copy of this report has been sent to the Greater Thetford 

Partnership for their contribution. 

756/20 

METAL NOTICE/INFO BOARDS 

The Chair reported that the Heritage Trail street furniture was installed around 20 

years ago on many of the roads leading into Thetford show signs of wear and need 

repainting.  The roundels on the signs and embedded in the pavements showing 

the Thetford Town Council logos need replacing (see photographs on the Street 

Scene report).  It was agreed that the Works Manager would clean the signs and 

investigate the cost of repainting where necessary and replacing the damaged 

roundels and report back to the committee with costings. 

 

At this point the Chair requested that Standing Orders be suspended. Councillor 

C Harvey proposed and Councillor B Canham proposed: 

RESOLVED: That Standing Order Number 3(w) be suspended so the meeting 

can be finalised. 

 

At this point Councillor J James left the meeting and the VEM Officer David Brooks 

joined the meeting. 

757/20 

STREET FURNITURE 

The Works Manager gave his report (see Appendix A). 

•  The Duleep Singh Statue required intense cleaning following the recent 

floods and the Works Team have decided to re-visit it in the Spring when 

the weather improves to work on the paving slabs. 

• He had ordered 8 new style bins and had 2 already in stock.  

• The Norwich Road Residents Association reported they have 3 bins that 

need replacing which were originally installed by Thetford Town Council. 

• Three benches have been stripped and are being painted black. Two were 

situated near the town bridge and one near the Abbey water Meadows. 

758/20 

MARKET SQUARE 

The VEM Officer asked councillors to receive a report on the Market Square 

working group (see Appendix C). He reported this consultation was carried out in 

January and asked 4 specific questions, 

The question: “The Market Place becomes a flexible pedestrianised area for 

seating and events” receiving the most votes from the responses by members of 

the public. 

The Officer was looking from this committee guidance for a specific brief for the 

working group to follow. In addition, he wanted to know if committee supported the 

scaled down electric points for the use by market traders on the paved areas away 

from the car park. There followed a discussion where there was agreement to 

pursue more lighting points and Councillor J Hollis proposed and Councillor M 

Brindle seconded: 

RESOLVED: That the ALP Committee support in principle the working group 

concept of the pedestrianization of the Market Square and adding electric 

points to the paved area. 

759/20 SHAMBLES 



The Works Manager reported that both No1 and No 3 The Shambles have been 

stripped out and all the walls washed down. This will enable quotations to be 

obtained which will include repairs to the upstairs floorboards.  

760/20 

NUN’S BRIDGES 

The Countryside Officer gave feedback on the preliminary results of the 

supplementary consultation on hedge planting and car parking at Nun’s Bridges’. 

There followed a discussion and the report was noted. It was agreed to have an 

agenda item when the all the responses have been received to discuss this matter 

further. It was felt that there should be a consultation with NCC regarding the 

parking issues in the area. 

761/20 
CORRESPONDENCE 

None. 

762/20 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Inform the Thetford & Brandon Times of the volunteer's work carried out last year 

on the towns open spaces. 

763/20 
COMMITTEE OFFICERS UPDATE 

None. 

764/20 

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

To consider resolving that, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded for any remaining items of business 

on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason 

of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

765/20 

THOMAS PAINE STATUE 

The Works Manager has met with a local stonemason who had made the three 

suggestions as to the way forward 

Option 1 – To clean (renovate) Portland plinth and base memorial and broken 

sections. 

Option 2 – To clean (renovate) Portland plinth and add granite cladding to the 

base. 

Option 3 – To clean (renovate) Portland plinth and add granite cladding to the 

base. In addition to replace the recessed memorial plaques with granite plaques 

and re scribe new lettering. 

After a discussion it was decided the proceed with option 1 which was estimated 

to cost £3,500 + VAT to clean and renovate the Portland Plinth, the base material 

and broken sections.   

As the quotation doesn’t meet Financial Regulations as cost requires 3 quotes 

threshold two other quotations will be obtained together for quotes for a small 

ornate or decorative fence to stop further damage from bike and skateboards. 

These quotations will be ready for the March meeting. 

After a discussion Councillor T Jermy proposed and Councillor B Canham 

seconded: 

RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council clean and renovate the Portland 

Plinth, the base material and broken sections of the Thomas Paine statue 

with funds from the ALP Projects Reserve (N/C 3125 Thomas Paine Regilding 

Donation Reserve ) once other quotations have been considered. 

 

 

Chairman. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A – STREESCENE AND COUNTRYSIDE REPORT 

 

Street Scene report  

Duleep Singh Statue 

The statue required intense cleaning following the recent floods and although we attempted to clean the 

surrounding slabs, we have decided to re-visit it in the Spring when the weather improves, hopefully.  

 



 

 

  



Elm Road Play Area 

The Elm Road play area had an obstructed corner which has now been cleared and cleaned. 

 

Bins 

Eight bins were ordered from Broxap on 19th January 2021 and we already have two in stock.  

Norwich Road Residents Association contacted the Council regarding three bins that require replacement 

and upon inspection we ascertained that they were originally installed by the Town Council. 

Benches 

Three benches have been removed for sandblasting and spray-painting, two of which were located near 

the Town Bridge and one on the Abbey water meadows.   

Christmas Lights 

The Christmas lights and trees were removed on 20th January 2021 and the trees were taken to the newly 

constructed area located at the Cemetery which will be used for recycling woodchip. It will be used as 

mulch for flower beds in the town and at the Cemetery. 

  



Thetford Signs 

Thetford signs that are located on all major roads leading into the town have been cleaned, with some of 

them showing signs of wear and tear. E.g., paint peeling, which needs to be addressed before further 

deterioration occurs. 



 

  



Thomas Paine Statue  

A quote has been received from a stone mason re: the cleaning and repair of the Thomas Paine statue 

base plinth and the repair of broken sections (see photo’s). 

The stonemason has made the three suggestions, as to the way forward and provided costs for each of 

the three options below; 

Option 1 – To clean (renovate) Portland plinth and base memorial and broken sections (see photo’s). 

Option 2 – To clean (renovate) Portland plinth and add granite cladding to the base. 

Option 3 – To clean (renovate) Portland plinth and add granite cladding to the base. In addition to 

replace the recessed memorial plaques with granite plaques and re scribe new lettering. 

However, all three options totals to a sum that is above our standing order quote threshold and 

therefore require a further two quotes, I would however like a decision from Councillors to determine 

whether the further quotes are indicative of all three options.  

The Works foreman will acquire the necessary comparative quotes and bring back to the March ALP 

(Amenities Land and Property) meeting for consideration and decision. 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

The Shambles 

Work has commenced with the initial strip out and clean down of Units 1 and 3 and once this task has 

been completed, we will invite contractors to submit quotes for the relevant upgrade. 

These will be presented at the Amenities, Land and Property committee meeting scheduled for March 

2021. 

 

 

 

   

 

Countryside report  

Please note that this report does not cover all my work – Planning issues are not covered, and 

matters connected with improving wildlife habitats on the Cemetery and Allotments are also 

omitted. 

 

Ford Meadow / Nun’s Bridges / Lady Gentle Meadow 

A separate report on hedge planting and car parking options around Nun’s Bridges is being produced.  In 

addition to this, planting of trees took place amongst long grass and under existing trees where 



there is little natural regeneration near Ford Meadow, behind the avenue of plane trees, and at 

various locations all along Nun’s Bridges Road. 

   

I have patched up the hole which had appreared in the surface of the wooden footbridge with the 

handrail which leads onto Ford Meadow.  

The scrape area where the rare creeping marshwort lives has filled with water.  This is quite probably 

good for the plant as this is also happened last winter before it first appeared on the site. 

The flooding of the site does not seem to thave caused significant problems although it did move some 

huge tree trunks from one side of the paddocks to the other!  The cordwood path leading onto the 

paddocks had also been shifted a bit bitn it has all been put back in place now.  The area that had 

formed a large puddle across the surfaced path by the riverside bench at Ford Meadow, which I filled 

with sand and gravel to make the path much more pleasant to use again, has been sifted through by the 

water but perhaps surprisingly is basically still in situ. 

   



    

    

Effects of the waters (from top, left to right): scrape flooded, cordwood path (after being restored), 

strand line with trunks moved up to the fence, and sand/gravel separated out into sand (nearer the 

bench) and gravel, sand spread over Lady Gentle Meadow; also bridge patched up again. 

It will be interesting to see what effects the redistribution of sand and other sediments (e.g. at 

Lady Gentle Meadow) by the river has on wildflowers in the area in years to come. 

Barnham Cross Common 

IDVerde are continuing to carry out the tree/scrub removal on the eastern side of the site.  This is 

expected to finish this week, to be followed by topsoil removal.  If this is successfully completed, I will 

authorise them to continue on to the next areas identified, as agreed at previous meetings of this 

committee.  Some of this is adjacent to the areas already cleared, but there is also another area at the 

very far end of the west side of the site.  Signage on the entrances to the common and social media 

posts seem to have worked in informing residents about the works, with still no complaints so far 

received.   

Our volunteers are on the brink of completing the clearance of extremely tall and dense gorse 

from a whole ‘hillside’ in the north-east quadrant of the site near the viewing area which looks 

out onto the BTO lake – an extraordinary achievement. 



  

Left: volunteer group bonfire site. A month ago the whole of this area was covered with the tall gorse 

(which can still be seen at the back of the picture).  Right: broom on a frosty morning. 

 

Melford Common and Castle Park 

Installation of the playboat is due to take place from 10th February, if archaeological cover can 

be confirmed.  If not then an alternative date must be found. 

Installation of the trim trail is due to take place from 15th February. 

Installation date for the fencing still to be confirmed, but expected in February. 

Planting of more than 750 shrubs to form a hedge all along Castle Lane fence – with a gap near 

the ramparts where the path goes through – was completed by our volunteers in late January.  

This is a mixed native hedge with thorny plants (hawthorn, blackthorn, gorse, dog rose) nearer 

the fence and non-thorny plants (dogwood, spindle, field maple, rowan and others) on the 

inside.  I will apply for further free plants, to fill in the gaps between existing plants on the 

inside layer, for next autumn/winter. 

 

     



Volunteers also checked all the trees planted on Melford Common last year, and replaced all 

those which had died in the drought.  Some trees looked completely dead until removed from 

the ground when they showed new shoots were in fact coming back from the base - these 

tough survivors were quickly replanted in situ. 

 

Ramsey Close 

The pond has water in it thanks to recent rains, and further tree planting took place in January 

to complete a woodland fringe all along the railway fence side of the site.  Gorse and other 

thorny plants should help deter people climbing over this fence in future years. 

 

Dane Close and Pine Close 

Small fruit trees from CGM have been earmarked for these site. 

 

Frederick’s Wood 

Tree planting has been completed here – including an avenue of crab apples and rowans along 

the footpath at the south-west of the site, and surplus tree guards and canes have been 

removed from previous plantings. 

 

Maine St Woods 

A check revealed some flytipping of garden waste onto the hedge planted by Bush Adventures, 

the damage has now been repaired. 

 

School Plain 

All the trees planted on the site last winter have 

been checked and those lost to the drought have 

been replaced. 

A section of the flint wall at the site has fallen away.  

I would welcome any information on whether the 

town council or the householder is responsible for 

this boundary so that we can decide what action, if 

any, we can take. 

 



 

BFER 

I have now completed the Quarter 2 and 3 reports for BFER.  Gathering all of the necessary 
evidence has been a long and complex process, but should be a bit easier for future claims. 

 

Volunteer Group 

It was good to see that government guidance specifically included provision that volunteering 

definitely could and should continue without restrictions on numbers during the current 

lockdown, and so would be considered a ‘reasonable excuse’ for being out if any of our group 

were questioned by a CoVid marshal. 

Given the appearance of new variants of the virus, I am being even more stringent over 

cleaning tools between tasks, 2m distancing on site, not sharing equipment, and now insist on 

gloves being worn from before we start the task, to prevent any direct touching of tools by 

volunteers or me.  Unfortunately this means any thoughts of being able to provide tea and 

biscuits again have had to be put on hold. 

 

Tree planting 2020-21 

This winter the town council has planted over 4,000 trees and hedgeing shrubs on land that we 

own at various locations around the town, including Frederick’s wood, Ramsey Close, Melford 

Common, Castle Park (Castle Lane), Mill Lane, all along Nun’s Bridges Road, Barnham Cross 

Common (playing fields) and London Road Cemetery. 

   
 
ALL of these trees, along with their canes and guards, were supplied FREE to us - by the 

Woodland Trust, Eforests, Treeappeal.com and OVO Energy/TCV.  The vast majority of them 



were planted by volunteers.  Some of these are replacements for trees lost to the drought last 

year – the hottest and driest April and May on record resulted in survival of as little as 20% of 

the trees planted at some of the most exposed sites.  These have all now been replaced at no 

cost.   

If conditions are a little less extreme this year, especially when new trees are first trying to 

establish themselves, survival rates should be much higher in future.  This year we have planted 

our trees and hedging plants earlier and deeper, have chosen more tree species adapted for dry 

conditions, and will be providing many of them with mulch mats in the spring.  All of these 

measures should help more of them survive. 

 

Some Possible Dates for you Diaries 

The volunteer group activities are continuing every Wednesday and Thursday at present.   

 

 Mark Webster, Countryside and Planning Officer,  07553 388 551. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B - THETFORD RIVER NETWORK 

 

A report exploring the issues and opportunities along 

Thetford’s River Network 

 

January 2021 

 

Introduction 

 

Thetford is blessed to have an abundance of environmental assets. On the Western side of 

Thetford is of course Thetford Forest and to the Southeast there Is the Nunnery Lakes Nature 

Reserve. The Town Council is the custodian of several acres of Common land which is used for 

a variety of purposes and rich in flora and fauna. Thetford also lies on the River Little Ouse and 

River Thet and although it is not confirmed, Thetford’s name likely comes from the settlement’s 

proximity to the river.  

  



Recent surveys have confirmed that Thetford’s residents are very passionate about the river 

network, recognising its environmental significance but also the role it plays in terms of leisure 

and exercise with the river routes providing popular walking and running routes and the river itself 

providing opportunities for canoeing, kayaking, paddle boarding and for the extreme - swimming! 

  

This report seeks to document the many issues and opportunities for improvement along the river 

corridor, focusing on the River Thet as it enters Thetford from the boundary with Kilverstone and 

Brettenham Parish, through Cloverfield and into the Town Centre where it joins with the Little 

Ouse River and flows out past the Abbey Estate and on towards Brandon. 

 

1) Cloverfields River Pathway 

There is poor access from Green Lane to the Thetford Garden Centre site. The river pathway 

route is quite overgrown and there are a number of fallen trees in the river impeding the river flow 

and in some cases a hindrance on the pathway itself. A number of sections of the pathway are 

very muddy and wet and need to be enhanced to allow for better access. The riverside path does 

not continue to Hurth Way effectively cutting people off from continuing along the river unless they 

go up into Primrose Close and back down Rosecroft Way and navigate their way along a busy 

road where there is no formal path. There is currently no crossing point on this busy road either 

at the river end of Hurth Way and no crossing point connecting this section to Arlington Way and 

the continuing river pathway. 

 

Action: 1a. Explore new pathway from Tesco to Garden Centre 

1b. Raise / reconstruct pathway in relevant sections along the river route 

1c. Remove fallen trees from river and along pathways 

1d. Explore access opportunities near Hurth Way and Arlington Way 

 

2. Gentle Meadow 

The wooden footbridges have become worn over time and need replacing. The breach in the 

riverbank has had a temporary repair. A more permanent fish pass has been proposed with match 

funding sought from the Environment Agency and Thetford Town Council. The hardcore path 

along the river does not continue past the area opposite Ford Place. The area is environmentally 

rich but there are no interpretation panels or guidance for visitors on this. 

 

Action: 2a. Replace damaged footbridges  

2b. Install fish-pass 

2c. New pathway to be constructed along river route opposite Ford Place 

2d. Install new interpretation panels and way-markers  

 

3. Nun’s Bridges 

The view of the river is blocked from the pathway due to epicormic growth on trees along the 

route. There are no benches facing the river along this stretch of pathway. Cars parking on the 

Mill Lane side of the river have worn away the grass leaving muddy patches. Two large fallen 

trees have been left and look unsightly. The entrance to Nuns Bridges from Ford Street is 

unsightly with a build-up of fallen leaves and rubbish. The wall to Carford House has been 

damaged in a number of places and looks very unsightly. 

 

 

Action: 3a. Cut back epicormic growth along the pathway 

3b. New benches to be installed along route – suggested near to existing bins 

3c. Remove fallen trees 



3d. Area to be cleaned of leaves and rubbish 

3e. Owner of Carford House to be encouraged to repair wall 

 

 

4. Spring Walk 

At the Mill Lane end of Bridges Walk the land next to the betting shop has a crumbling low brick 

wall on the roadside and regularly becomes overgrown. The betting shop wall is covered in graffiti. 

The path surface is in need of improvement with some sections difficult for pedestrians to utilise. 

The Spring Walk noticeboard on the route is a good feature but is damaged with the roundel at 

the top missing. Other such boards around the town are also not maintained. 

 

 

Action:  4a. The overgrown area should be cut back 

4b. The graffiti on the wall should be overpainted green 

4c. Raise pathway in relevant sections with pipes to allow water flow 

4d. Repair the Spring Walk noticeboards and others that are damaged 

 

 

5. Butten Island 

The paths through Butten Island are susceptible to flooding in certain places. There is a lack of 

seating on the island. There are no interpretation panels explaining the history of Duleep Singh. 

 

 

Action: 5a. Relevant pathways to be raised with pipes underneath  

5b. Additional seating to be installed and possibly pergolas with planting 

5c. New interpretation panels to be installed  
 

 

6. School Lane Car Park / Coffee Mill 

The bridge by the Coffee Mill has a number of cobbles removed and the holes have been filled 

with tarmac which does not look very attractive. The steps by the kiosk and a section of the bank 

are in need of maintenance – there are a number of bushes blocking views of the river. The old 

Argos shutters are covered in graffiti making the area look run down.  

 

 

Action: 6a. Cobbles to be replaced 

6b. The launch steps and riverbank are repaired 

6c. Bushes are trimmed / removed  

6d. Graffiti to be removed 

 

7. Town Centre / Riverside / Town Bridge  

There are a large amount of weeds coming from the walls of the river bank. Not only does this 

make the area look untidy but over time it will cause damage to the masonry. It is believed that 

wiring exists which would allow for the reinstatement of heritage themed lights on the Town 

Bridge. There exist two benches just past the Town Bridge but they are in a poor state of repair 

and need to be repainted black as per conservation protocol. The benches are believed to be 

owned by Thetford Town Council. The Steel River Blues boat is becoming an eyesore, trapping 

weeds and rubbish at the river level and not maintained above. The planters near to the former 

Argos store are not maintained and full of weeds. The benches along this stretch of river need to 



be repainted and there are no trees along this route where once there was. There is a surplus 

metal pole just passed the Three Legged Bridge where once a CCTV was. 

 

 

Action:  7a. Weeds growing from the brickwork along the river should be removed.  
 7b. New heritage themed lights to be installed on the Town Bridge 

7c. Benches to be repainted black   

7d. Begin work to discuss future of Steel River Blues and consider options 

7e. Refurbish benches in this area and install replacement trees 

7f. Remove surplus metal pole near Three Legged Bridge 

 

 

8. Blaydon Bridge / Haling Path 

Trees and bushes along both sides of the river are overgrown which block views of the river. Many 

walkers like to stop and take a rest overlooking the river and some elderly walkers find this length 

of river too long without a rest and there are few opportunities to sit down. The Blaydon Bridge 

plaque is subject to graffiti, as is the underpass nearest to Wilko and the Brandon Road underpass 

which is visible from Blaydon Bridge. The motorcycle inhibitors are particularly unsightly and 

subject to considerable amount of rust. They are subject to graffiti and general wear and tear, with 

exposed sharp edges presenting a health and safety issue.  

 

 

Action: 8a. Trees & bushes along the river to be pruned back where necessary 

8b. Seats to be replaced where concrete plinths already exist 

8c. Graffiti needs removing from underpass sections 

8d. Graffiti needs removing from Blaydon Bridge plaque 

8e. Rusty motorcycle inhibitors need removing 

 

 

9. Blaydon Bridge / Abbey Water Meadows 

The transition from tarmac to riverside mud path on the Abbey Water Meadows side of the river 

is not only uneven but also a trip hazard. It is difficult to use for wheelchair / buggy users and also 

those participating in Parkrun as this forms part of their route. Norfolk County Council has costed 

up a new Breedon Gravel pathway for this section which runs from the Blaydon Bridge down to 

the existing pathway closer to the Priory. The cost of this is in the region of £18,000. In December 

2020, Thetford Town Council agreed to submit this project to the Norfolk County Council Parish 

Partnership scheme. If successful, Norfolk County Council would fund 50% of the cost of the 

scheme with the other half being met by Thetford Town Council.  

 

 

Action: 9a. Construct new pathway using Breedon Gravel as part of Parish Partnership scheme, 

but should the funding not be successful, identify other funding sources 

 

 

10. Water Meadows / Minstergate Link 

The area nearest the river adjoining the electricity substation by the inner relief road is overgrown 

and used for anti-social behaviour. There is poor access for pedestrians from Minstergate car 

park with the underpass being dirty and uninviting to potential visitors to the Priory. A new cast 

iron feature could be installed above the entrance to the underpass to link it with the historical 



feature on the other side. The electricity substation at the entrance to the Water Meadows is 

unsightly and could be improved be simply painting the fencing green.   

 

 

10a. Paint fencing around substation green 

10b. Install new cast iron covering above underpass entrance 

10c. Clean underpass and improve lighting 

10d. Cut back overgrown bushes nearest to river where ASB an issue 

 

 

 

 

11. Canterbury Way ‘Beach’ Area 

The Canterbury Way road bridge has a large amount of graffiti on both sides of the river. The A11 

bypass also has graffiti. The beach area near the Canterbury Way road bridge needs repair and 

the rubbish in the river needs removing. The plastic mesh was intended to foster a green bank 

but is now an eyesore and does not allow easy canoe portage. The small brick building nearest 

to the weir is covered in graffiti. 

 

 

11a. Remove graffiti from all bridges and small building near to the weir 

11a. Paint small brick building green to blend in with surroundings 

11c. Remove black plastic mesh and install a concrete slope with battens to assist canoe portage 

 

 

THETFORD RIVER NETWORK 

 

 

1. Cloverfield River Pathway    7. Town Centre / Riverside / Town Bridge 

2. Gentle Meadow     8. Blaydon Bridge / Haling Path 

3. Nun’s Bridges     9. Blaydon Bridge / Abbey Water Meadows 

4. Spring Walk               10. Water Weadows / Minstergate Link 

5. Butten Island               11. Canterbury Way Beach Area 

6. School Lane Car Park 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C - MARKET PLACE COMMERCIALISATION 

Rationale: 

The Amenities Land & Property committee stood up a working group to look at and report back 

on Market Place Improvements. The group met on 14th January 2021 and after considering the 

feedback from the Guildhall Heritage Hub & Markets Improvements survey conducted in late 

Summer 2020 which asked four questions, amongst others, that were specific in respect of the 

Market Place. These included suggested improvements such as installing a public water tap to 

the Cornell Fison Water Trough, and the future use of the Market Place which may mean closing 



it as a car park and creating a pedestrianised, social space that people could enjoy, interact and 

utilise for events and activities. 

In that survey question 4 asked: 

“The new access to the Guildhall will mean changes to the layout of the Market Place. How would 

you like the Market Place to be developed in the future?”. 

1. The Market Place becomes a flexible pedestrianised area for seating and events.            

38.12%                    
2. The Market Place becomes a pedestrianised space with more permanent stalls. (Like 

Norwich Market)                                                                                                    31.68% 
3. That the Market Place does not change and be kept as a car park with unrestricted use.                                                                                                                                 

23.27% 

4. That the Market Place has restricted parking for paid parking for 2-hour shopping and free 

disabled parking. (To increase footfall in the shops).                                                    6.93% 

  

The results show there was significant support from those respondents of the survey  to the 

suggestions for a pedestrianised space over a car park.                    

Therefore, the working group did discuss this as part of their in initial meeting, however after a 

good and robust discussion, the working concluded that they felt the overall vision was not 

challenging enough and wanted the focus to be on a wider scale and include the area that has 

traditionally been called “The Lower Market” which extends to the surrounding outside space 

around the Carnegie and between it and the Guildhall. 

To that end the working group reported back to the ALP committee on 3 February 2021 and 

requested the committee to provide a more specific next step brief to enable the group to make 

tangible and realistic suggestions it needed with a more focussed brief. 

The ALP Committee overwhelmingly agreed that the Working Group should. 

Initiate seeking quotes for the installation of 4 electricity ‘hook up’ pillars on the Guildhall Street 

side of the Market Place as a matter of priority. 

That they discuss and work up a report to support the closure of the Market Place as a car park 

and to outline how it can function as a viable and usable pedestrianised public space for events, 

activities and including  ‘green’ spaces that can be enjoyed safely by residents, families and 

visitors.  

The Working Group membership was originally offered to all Thetford Town councillors, not just 

those members of ALP, and five Councillors came forward of which Cllrs. Brame, Canham, 

Robinson & Wright attended the initial meeting, the group will meet again in the forthcoming weeks 

to further the aims of the more focussed brief laid down by the ALP Committee. 

  

Market Place Commercialisation: 

It is important that VEM Committee also understand the progress of the working groups 

recommendations as this will be vital as to what commercial opportunities may be open to us to 

develop and exploit within one of important assets. 



It is part of the Venues & Marketing Committees brief, as it will be known from April 2021,  going 

forward as it will take control of any commercial opportunities or commercial partnerships that 

may be developed. 

One area ALP committee has approved is to seek quotes for the installation of 4 electricity supply 

pillars on the Guildhall Street side of the Market Place, so this will be a major improvement and 

enable new opportunities for this committee to work up.  

The successful Guildhall Heritage Hub NHLF bid committed to a number of specialist Markets per 

year and some of the feedback comments from the public survey suggested this is something 

that would be welcomed, additional electricity points would enable us to deliver a programme of 

specialist markets including. 

Farmers & Food Markets.  

Vintage & Arts & Craft Markets 

The return of the Night Markets 

Christmas Market 

All of the above can be greatly improved with this addition. 

Live Music & Open -Air Theatre were also strong suggestions within the survey , and although it 

could be argued that in the context of our agenda topic – Market Place Commercialisation – we 

could not ticket these events, but they would certainly provide support for other activities to be 

successful. Live music was a key component of the successful Night Markets not just from an 

event perspective but as a commercial opportunity. 

               

  

We also should not eliminate the possible secondary commercial opportunities of these kind of 

events. These events create footfall, not just of passing footfall, but that will encourage attendees 

to stay and enjoy the event over a period of an hour or two therefore food and drink sales, ice 

creams etc. could also be provided. 

The benefit a pedestrianised Market Place would also elevate those tenants’ businesses within 

the Shambles, as they would now have a vibrant space on their doorstep not a car park for 5 days 

per week. This could also open-up the idea of having retail pods installed in selected areas of the 

space which would increase revenue for the Town Council and improve the space as attraction 

overall. 

  

                   

The events team would also have an additional dedicated space to work with, and a space that 

is logistically realistic to work with due to the link to both Guildhall & Carnegie equipment, not 

necessitating additional TTC staff and vehicles to be seconded to move equipment around the 

town. 

An increased event programme on the Market Place would also have a beneficial impact on 

footfall to the Guildhall and the tearoom; in fact, an outside seated area for the Tea Room would 



become a more viable proposition, not least because visitors would have a 7-day opportunity 

rather than on Market days only. 

Wetherspoons have also used the closed Market Place during periods of the lockdown when they 

were able to trade, it was a welcomed opportunity, but they also feel that post-pandemic a closed 

Market Place would be a space they would like to utilise, and in fact have already purchased four 

extra-large gazebos to support that idea. Clearly on a more permanent basis, if the space is 

dedicated pedestrianised area, it would need to be agreed on a commercial footing. 

There has been suggested that we may not be able to exploit the Market Place fully  if the space 

was a dedicated pedestrianised safe space for events and activity; in my opinion I would agree 

that it is a challenge but one that can be realistically achieved; It has been proven in the past that 

when we have delivered events it has drawn good attendances, and I feel confident that we can 

create a programme that would allow us to utilize the space for family orientated activity during 

each school holiday periods, deliver a programme of specialist markets per year, but more 

importantly we need to create a more inviting space on the doorstep of the Guildhall to ensure 

that the regular footfall realises and uses opportunities that it will also afford. 

  

Summary: 

As with the ALP working group, it is for this committee to set a more defined brief as to what they 

would like to pursue and develop. 

The Town Council has pursued the possible development of this area in the past – the image 

below shows a proposed concept produced 10 years ago as part of the wider consultancy work 

around the Carnegie, Guildhall & Market Place redevelopment. 

The image below depicts a space that is pedestrianised, albeit including features that we may not 

want to replicate such as a play area, but interestingly is shows outside areas servicing the Red 

Lion & a Guildhall Café.  

  

                     

  

 VEM Councillors are encouraged to bring their ideas to the committee meeting on 10th February 

2021 at 12noon. 

  

 

 

 


