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MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL 

HELD ONLINE TUESDAY 26thJANUARY 2010, STARTING AT 7.00 P.M.  

Present:  

The Mayor – Councillor M S Robinson 

Councillors:  

C Barreto, R F W Brame, M Brindle, C R P Burnett,  

D M Crawford, C Harvey, D J Hodgkinson,  

J James, T J Jermy, S N MH Wright.    

Officers in attendance:  

Tina Cunnell Town Clerk, Chris Crimmen Committee Secretary 

MINUTES 

697/20 DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

None. 

698/20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Councillors B J Canham and J Hollis. 

699/20 MINUTES   

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 15th December 

2020, be confirmed as a true record and signed/initialled by the Committee 

Chairman. 

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Special Full Council Meeting held on 5th 
January 2021, be confirmed as a true record and signed/initialled by the 
Committee Chairman. 

700/20 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

The Council received the following: 

 
a: Special Finance Committee (minutes 610/20 – 612/20) 05/01/2020  

 
RECOMMENDATION: In the light of the current Covid19 situation the Finance 
Committee proposes the Council’s Reserving Policy (Items 188/20 and 179/20) be 
suspended for the purpose of using Reserves to balance the 2021/22 budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: The attached budget be approved 
  

RECOMMENDATION: The precept remains unchanged at £125.32pa for a Band 
D property. 
 
RESOLVED: The Finance Committee recommendations and minutes were 
adopted as presented. 

   
b: ALP Committee (minutes 619/20 – 631/20)  06/01/2020 
 
RESOLVED: The ALP Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 
                              
c: Planning Committee (minutes 633/20 – 642/20) 12/01/2021  
 
RESOLVED: The Planning Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
d: VEM Committee (minutes 643/20 – 652/20) 13/01/2021  
 
RESOLVED: The VEM minutes were adopted as presented. 
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e: Cemetery Committee (minutes 643/20 – 652/20) 14/01/2021 
 
RESOLVED: The Cemetery Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
f: Allotment Committee (minutes 664/20 – 675/20) 14/01/2021 
 
RESOLVED: The Cemetery Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
g: Personnel Committee (minutes 676/20 – 681/20) 19/01/2021 
 
RESOLVED: The Personnel Committee minutes were adopted as presented. 
 
h: Finance Committee (minutes 684/20 – 966/20) 19/01/2021 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That Thetford Town Council approve the making of these 
payments (see Appendix C) be approved. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That Thetford Town Council adopt the income and 
expenditure reports (see Appendix D) for the nine months ended 31st December 
2020.    
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Finance Committee receive and note the external 
audit report and recommend it to Full Council (Appendix E). 
 
RESOLVED: The Finance Committee recommendations and minutes were 
adopted as presented. 

701/20 MAYOR’S REMARKS AND REPORT  

The Mayor reported: 

• His mayoral activities were restricted by the ongoing Covid19 restrictions 
and 2021 started in similar vein to the previous year. Perhaps the Council 
can look forward with a degree of optimism for the future with over seven 
million receiving their first vaccination but cannot be complacent. 

• He wished to thank St Cuthbert’s Church, their wonderful choir and all the 
members of the congregation who gave readings for making his Mayor’s 
Christmas Carol service very special. 

• He attended the funeral of Colin Armes a former Councillor for many years 
and a past Mayor of Thetford. 

702/20 TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 

• Councillor R Brame reported he attended a committee meeting of the 
Charles Burrell Museum who have a new set of Trustees and are all 
working hard towards opening when the lockdown is lifted. 

• Councillor M Brindle reported the CEO of the Charles Burrell Danny 
Whitehouse who has resigned and a new appointment will be made next 
week. 

Councillor J James reported: 

• On the AGM of Thetford Music Project and it was refreshing to hear how 
they have adapted to different way of working during the current pandemic. 

• That the Safer Thetford Action group are arranging a virtual meeting with 
the local constabulary on Thursday 11th February 2021 at 7 pm. 

703/20 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Councillor T Jermy reported: 

• He produced a set of photographs of various signage placed around the 
town of dirty, damaged and out of date wording that he had reported to 
Breckland District Council. Some of the signs still showed the redundant 
Public Space Signage which should be replaced by the Public Space 
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Protection Order wording. BDC have agreed to complete this work as soon 
as possible. 

• He wished to thank the works team for making the approaching path to Elm 
Road Play Area usable for push chairs and wheelchairs. 

• BDC have a Hardship Fund of £65,000 which will be available to residents 
who are having difficulty paying their Council Tax. 

• Work had started on the Croxton Road cycle scheme and he was sorry to 
see the removal of mature trees and bushes as this was not on the papers 
sent outlining this scheme. When he reported this he was told these will be 
replaced but they will take many year to mature. 

• He has a NCC Scrutiny meeting this week and has raised questions about 
the recent flooding in Thetford.  He will want to know what has been done 
to reduce the impact of flooding and if this latest flood was due lack of 
maintenance of drains and gullies. 

Councillor J James reported she had spoken to the leader of BDC about the 
cleaning up after the flooding and was pleased with the quick response with the 
work carried out including the tree inspections that followed. 
Councillor C Harvey reported: 

• He had received a reply for BDC who reported the problem with the rats by 
the riverside cannot be cured by putting poison down because the river 
voles are now a protected species. 

• He had reported the lack of lighting on the corner of Bury Road/Mill Lane 
which is a busy junction for pedestrians crossing in the dark. 

• He was pleased to report that the BDC Fly tipping enforcement team have 
made three successful prosecutions and felt this success should be better 
reported. 

Councillor R Brame reported: 

• He will also be on the NCC Scrutiny meeting and stated that the flood 
warning was put out quickly. The flood planes worked and he had visited 
residents and there was only one house flooded by the Old Mill where the 
drains filled up quickly. 

• He was pleased to report the Thetford recycling center remains open 7 days 
a week and escaped the cut in weekend closure. 

Councillor M Robinson reported: 

• BDC are running digital training on advertising and selling products online 
and to improve skills and reach new customers. 

• BDC Housing team are running a free event for landlords online. There will 
be expert speakers and will cover new legislation that comes into force later 
this year. 

• On the 11th and 12th February there will be an National Lottery Community 
Fund surgery and slots can be booked between 10.30 – 2.30 where 
projects can be outlined. 

• The former day unit in Elm Road is being converted at a cost of £1.8 million 
into temporary emergency accommodation for people in need and should 
be completed by the end of the year. 

• BDC are supporting the start-up scheme of the Community Supermarket 
which has 50 families signed up saving them an average of £1,500 p.a. 

704/20 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The Town Clerk reported the Council has a link to the Hemingway consultation on 

social media. She advised that councillors should support this survey and get as 

many responses as they can to ensure Hemingway has a wide variety views from 

the residents of Thetford. 

705/20 COMMITTEE OFFICERS UPDATE  

None. 
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706/20 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

To consider resolving that, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded for any remaining items of business on 

the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 

the confidential nature of the business to be discussed. 

707/20 COMMITTEE REPORTS                                

Councillors received and adopted Committee minutes recorded below the line. 

 

 Chairman. 

 

 

 

 


