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MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE,  

HELD ONLINE THURSDAY 14th JANUARY 2021, STARTING AT 11.30 AM.  

Present:  

Councillors:  B J Canham, D M Crawford, C Harvey    

  Officers in attendance:  

Alan Yorke Finance Officer, Carl Higgins Allotment Officer 

Chris Crimmen Committee Secretary   

MINUTES 

664/20 DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

None. 

665/20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Councillor J Hollis. 

666/20  MINUTES 

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Committee’s meetings held on 23rd October 

2020, 13th November 2020 and 7th December 2020 received by Council on 

15th December 2020 be confirmed as a true record and signed/initialled by 

the Committee Chairman. 

667/20 ALLOTMENT OFFICERS REPORT 

The Allotment Officer reported: 

• Pest control has been reinstated on most of the sites. This will help with 

the control of Avian flu where chickens are being kept. 

• Locks are now tethered to the gate and there have been no more taken 

from the sites. Hessian sacking have been added to some of the locks so 

they are frost free. 

• There has been intensive clearance of plots so they can be allocated to 

residents on the waiting list. 

• Standpipes have been insulated. 

• The contractors have been hedge trimming on the Mundford Road site and 

have done a good job. 

668/20 FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE 9 MONTHS ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 

The Deputy Town Clerk reviewed the budget. He reported that the Council had 

received a refund from the pest control company from money paid out in the last 

financial year of £2,160. This has meant the expenditure is lower than expected.  

669/20 ALLOTMENT SOFTWARE 

The Deputy Town Clerk reported on the implementation of the allotment software. 

• All the data has been transferred to the new software. 

• Although there are no site inspections allowed the site inspection software 

has been added. 

• From 1st February 2021 all new agreements will go through the new 

software. 

• A user manual is being drafted. 

• The system is on track to be fully implemented by 1st September 2021. 

670/20 HEALTH & SAFETY  

The Allotment Officer circulated to all councillors the latest National Guidelines on 

the implications of COVID 19 to keep everyone notified.  The Allotment Officer will 

put this on the council’s website and in the noticeboards on all the allotment sites.  
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The Allotment Officer asked Councillors to consider the implications of bee 

keeping on the allotment sites and had circulated a leaflet from the National 

Allotment Society on the procedure's for keeping bees. He reported that he would 

recommend option one which advises to set aside a designated area which would 

be safer and easier to control. There were no comments from councillors who 

agreed with option one and await to hear in the next meeting what actions have 

been taken. 

671/20 ALLOCATION AND WAITING LISTS 

The Allotment Officer reported there were five parishioners and one non 

parishioner on the waiting lists. Two had been offered but the officer had not heard 

if the offers were taken up. It was felt there should be a time limit before the plot 

is withdrawn in these instances. The Deputy Town Clerk reported officers would 

like to review all Policies and Procedures and it was agreed that prior to the next 

meeting the committee will hold a workshop the review these documents. 

672/20 CORRESPONDENCE 

The Allotment Officer had correspondence from a parishioner who asked if she 

could keep bees on the allotments. Now this matter had been settled under minute 

number 670/20 he will contact her again. 

673/20 COMMITTEE OFFICERS UPDATE  

None. 

674/20 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

To consider resolving that, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded for any remaining items of business 

on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason 

of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.  

675/20 TO CONSIDER INDIVIDUAL TENANT ISSUES 

There were no issues to discuss. 

 

Chairman. 

 


