THETFORD TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITES COMMITTEE HELD AT
THE CARNEGIE, CAGE LANE, THETFORD ON WEDNESDAY 7th JULY 2021,
STARTING AT 2.00 PM.
Present:
Councillors:
C Harvey, D J Hodgkinson (vice chair), J James, K Parker, B Tullett, S N H Wright.
Officers:
Alan Yorke Deputy Town Clerk Mark Webster Countryside Officer
MINUTES

158/21

159/21

160/21

161/21

162/21

163/21

164/2

DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS
No pecuniary interests were declared, but Councillor J James asked the
committee to note that she had once provided book-keeping services for one of
the small grants applicants (agenda item 164/21) and Councillor D Hodgkinson
asked the committee to note that he is on the management committee of the other
applicant.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillor C Barreto and Councillor T Jermy.
MINUTES
RESOLVED: The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 2nd
June 2021 and received by Council on 30th June 2021 be confirmed as a true
record and signed/initialled by the Committee Chairman.
ACTION POINTS & UPDATES
The Committee asked the Countryside Officer to arrange a meeting with BFER
staff as soon as possible in order to discuss the proposed sculpture trail.
HEALTH & SAFETY
In response to the concerns of a member of the public regarding the playboat in
Castle Park, it was noted that the equipment has passed all necessary safety tests,
and signage on site is considered adequate. No further action is required at this
time.
It was also noted that the tree trunk has been removed from Mill Lane.
STREETSCENE & COUNTRYSIDE OFFICERS’ REPORT
The Countryside Officer asked Councillors to receive and note the
attached Streetscene and Countryside report that had been circulated (see
Appendix A).
The Countryside Officer reported that contractors were now aware of the need not
to water plants in the shopping streets on Saturday afternoons.
Councillors asked the Countryside Officer to add fixing town centre fingerposts in
the right directions to the maintenance schedule.
The Countryside Officer was thanked for his work promoting Thetford's green
spaces including a guided walk for a Ramblers group.
SMALL GRANTS
The Deputy Town Clerk asked councillors to discuss and agree the applications
from Norwich Road Estate Residents’ Association and Run Breckland. The grants
were approved subject to the outstanding documents being received by the
Deputy Town Clerk. Councillor C Harvey proposed and Councillor S Wright
seconded:
RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council award a small grant of £300 as
requested to:
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166/21
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170/21

171/21

• Norwich Road Estate Residents’ Association.
• Run Breckland.
Councillors J James and D Hodgkinson abstained.
MANAGEMENT OF SHRUB BEDS IN THE TOWN
There was a discussion of whether Thetford Town Council should consider
approaching Breckland District Council to manage certain shrub beds in the town
owned by BDC and to consider inviting businesses to sponsor their upkeep. It
was agreed that councillors should come to the next meeting with specific
suggestions for areas that they would like to see to town council take on.
VENDOR ON CASTLE PARK
The Deputy Town Clerk reported back on answers provided by the prospective
vendor: their ideas were still at a conceptual stage. It was also noted that the town
council’s existing Open Spaces policy does not cover this type of use of our land.
There followed a discussion over the approach to take, in which it was suggested
that liaison with Castle Street residents and the Venues Committee was required.
Councillor J James proposed and Councillor C Harvey seconded:
RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council invite a formal application from the
prospective food & drink vendor to run on a 3-month trial basis, with the fee
payable to be based on existing market trader fees.
PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON MOWING REGIME
The Countryside Officer presented a proposed public consultation document
(Appendix B) setting out options for potential changes to the mowing regime at a
number of green spaces in the town. Councillor J James proposed and Councillor
S Wright seconded:
RESOLVED: That Thetford Town Council proceed with the public
consultation as suggested.
ANNUAL GARDEN COMPETITION 2022
There was a discussion on what form a competition for Gardening and
Environmental Awards should take. Councillor D Hodgkinson proposed and
Councillor C Harvey seconded:
RESOLVED: That councillors would form a working group, initially
consisting of Councillor C Harvey, Councillor B Tullett and Councillor S
Wright, to produce a proposal on categories for the competition to be
brought to the September amenities Committee meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE
•
McDonalds are planning a monthly litter pick and would like suggestions
for locations. Councillors agreed to request future litter picks take place in areas
near the restaurant.
•
The CPRE Norfolk Awards judges would like to make an award to
recognise the hard work of Thetford Conservation Group to improve green spaces
around Thetford for wildlife and for local people. All being well, the Awards
evening takes place in person on Thursday September 16th 2021 at Dereham. It
was agreed that the Mayor and 4 of the groups longest-serving volunteers be
invited to attend.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Nothing further (in addition to the consultation on mowing) is currently required.
COMMITTEE OFFICERS UPDATE
The Countryside Officer informed the committee of news from the Environment
Agency that the costs for construction of the fish pass would be considerably in
excess of the funding currently available. Ellis Selway from EA is currently looking
for alternative solutions.

Chairman.
Appendix A Streetscene and Countryside Report 7th July

2021

Benches
Two further rebuilt benches have been received back from their blasting and repainting
treatment.
The request from the last meeting to install a bench at an area which already has a concrete
base/plinth on Haling Path near Blaydon Bridge has not been possible this month.

Bins
These requests from the last meeting have been noted but it has not been possible to action these
yet.
-

Salisbury Road: put in new litter bin, with ‘dog mess allowed’ sticker (from Breckland). A
concrete base is required for this, which is a two-person job.
Melford Common (Norfolk Road): put in new litter bin, with ‘dog mess allowed’ sticker (from
Breckland). A concrete base is required for this, which is a two-person job.
The burnt-out bin on Abbey water meadows has also not been replaced yet.

A request for a dog mess bin on Barnham Cross Common has been passed to Breckland for
assessment.

Play areas
The play area at Bergamot Way has been closed due to safety reasons. A number of other issues
have been identified for action.
From Alan Yorke: “We are very much aware of what is happening at playparks. The key issue is that
we appointed a subcontractor through a tender process but that subcontractor is not able to cope
with what we are asking to be repaired. After weeks of waiting, Carl managed to meet with the subcontractor last Wednesday [16th June]. We are waiting for an action plan with dates to resolve all the
issues. We have now been waiting more than 4 weeks for a quote to replace the seesaw at
Bergamot. The SMT have introduced a stringent monitoring system on playparks which is what you
have found on Sharepoint. We have instructed the Works Team to action every matter raised in the
report but we are so reliant on our approved contractor to do what is necessary.”

Ford Meadow / Nun’s Bridges / Lady Gentle Meadow
Volunteers have weeded all of the newly planted hedges at the triangular patch along Nun’s Bridges
Road / Mill Lane. It was reported that traveller children had removed large numbers of the canes
supporting these seedlings, but they very politely brought them all back to me.

The tree trunks on Mill Lane have almost all been shifted, the resulting long grass with woody
chunks will be tidied up this month.
An orchid has once again appeared in Ford Meadow (to add to the two orchid species, broomrape
and pyramidal, which have appeared in the cemetery meadows).

Barnham Cross Common
There have been a number of incidents of sheep being attacked by dogs, and in one instance
possibly with a firearm - the police are investigating this.
Over the next 1-2 months our main focus will be trying to stop the ragwort from setting seed on the
site.
Volunteers weeded the trees planted alongside the playing fields and, in the main car park, and as
far as the Bury Road / Nun’s bridges road triangle.

Melford Common and Castle Park
Weeding of the trees continues, the recent warm and rainy weather has led to an unprecedented
growth of weeds but the tree and hedge plants are able to cope with this – in the short term at least
– much better than they are able to cope with drought.

Other sites
I have been weeding and watering the new trees and shrubs this month at Ramsey Close, where the
meadows are looking super:

The path at Thomas Paine Walk has been opened up again:

The invasive variegated yellow archangel is spreading at Frederick’s Wood, so a volunteer task has
been scheduled for next month to tackle this.
A part of the garden wall at Canon’s Close backing onto School Plain has fallen, as far as we can tell
this appears to be the responsibility of the homeowner but I have heard that English Heritage have
instructed them not to do anything for now.

Volunteer Group
Our activities have continued twice a week with some more ‘fun’ activities mixed in with tasks.
Especially popular was a visit to the parts of the BTO not normally open to the public, many thanks
to the two Ians Henderson and Woodward for sorting this out for us.
We have also been teaching our volunteers ID skills in wildflowers, invertebrates and trees.
Our new specialist ragwort forks have arrived and we are looking forward to putting them into
action on what was a hard task to do by hand.

Tree Planting
During the recent dry spell I watered new trees from Bury Road to St Barnabas and Nunnery Drive,
as well as Melford Common (upper) and Ramsey Close (right hand side).
Weeding has also been a focus for volunteer activities at a number of sites (see above).

Tree Safety Work
This year’s inspections have already taken place and the inspector’s report is awaited. It does seem
likely that less tree works will be required this winter than in previous years.

Anglia in Bloom
Entries have been submitted to this year’s competition as follows:
Category
Wildflower / Wildlife Area
Churchyard / Crematorium
Local Authority Planting
Special Feature

Site(s)
6 new meadow areas created since 2019
London Road Cemetery
Town Centre
Cemetery Fountain and War Graves Interpretation Board

IDVerde contract
Our first monthly meeting took place and we discussed catching up with the extra-ordinary growth
spurt from grass in recent weeks after the mixture of rain and sunshine.

__________________________

On a personal note, I have to announce that I have handed in my notice and will be leaving Thetford
Town Council at the end of August. This is due to my son moving schools in September, meaning
that working in Norwich just makes much more sense in terms of transport.
I would like to thank everyone I have worked with for all the help they have given me during my time
in Thetford, and would be happy to help the next person in this role as far as I can, in order to make
sure that everyone’s hard work, especially that of our volunteers, does not go to waste.

Mark Webster, Countryside and Planning Officer, 07553 388 551.

Appendix B Public Consultation on Mowing Regimes

97% of British wildflower meadows have been lost since the 1930s. In Thetford, since
2019 wildflower meadows have been successfully established at Maine St, Ramsey Close and London
Road Cemetery. A proposal to manage part of the green space at Richard Easten Way (where bee
orchids were present) met with some public opposition and has not been pursued.
Recently there has been a fair amount of public criticism of mowing down areas in Thetford which
could actually support very good populations of wildflowers, which in turn could support many
species of bees, butterflies and other insects which are currently seriously declining.
We are therefore consulting local residents about possible changes to the mowing regimes for some
parts of some sites might include:
•
•

Reducing mowing frequency from every 2-3 weeks to every 4-6 weeks to allow quickflowering species to bloom and provide a valuable nectar source.
Reducing mowing frequency to once or twice a year, mainly in areas small enough for our
volunteer group to rake off the arisings. This would allow many more wildflower species to
flower and set seed, and thus spread.

In all cases paths across the sites would be kept mown as frequently as now, as would informal
sports pitches, areas near to severe hay-fever sufferers’ houses, and any other areas where there is
a need or strong feeling from local residents in favour of keeping closely mown grass.
The main areas in question are marked in blue on the map below:

On the following pages, each site is discussed in turn. You can reply about each site, or just the
one(s) nearest you if you prefer. If mowing frequency is reduced at any site, contractor’s staff time
will then be allocated to other duties such as litter-picking.
Key to maps
Reduced mowing frequency from every 2-3 weeks to every 4-6 weeks to allow quickflowering species to bloom and provide a valuable nectar source.
Reduced mowing frequency to once or twice a year, mainly in areas small enough for our
volunteer group to rake off the arisings. This would allow many more wildflower species to
flower and set seed, and thus spread.
All other areas of mown grass not covered by coloured blocks as detailed above would remain cut at
the same frequency as at present.
Your name (optional) ________________________________________
Your address (optional) ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Your postcode (essential) _________________________
Your email address (optional) _____________________________________________________

If you have any general comments to make (not related to a particular site) about our green spaces;
or you would like to support one of the options below but suggest some changes to it, please use
this space, or a separate sheet:

Please return this form to: Countryside Officer, Thetford Town Council, The Carnegie, Cage Lane,
Thetford, IP24 2DS, or send your responses via email to markwebster@thetfordtowncouncil.gov.uk
or send a text to 07553 388 551.

School Plain
Option A (current situation):

Option B:

Option C:

In each case, the areas under and around the trees would be cut as now, i.e. every 2-3 weeks after
the daffodils have gone over.
Please rank you preferred options with a 1 (first choice), 2, and 3 (least favourite option):
Option A

Option B

Option C

Melford Common
Option A (current situation - all site mown frequently):

Option B:

Option C:

Option D:

/ continues on next page
In each case, the areas under and around the trees would be cut as now, i.e. every 2-3 weeks after
the daffodils have gone over. The fair would also be unaffected, with the grass being mown before
they arrive.
Please rank you preferred options with a 1 (first choice), 2, and 3 (least favourite option):
Option A

Option B

Option C

Option D

Lady Gentle Meadow
Option A (current situation - all site mown frequently, except fringes not mown at all):

Option B:

Option C:

Much of Lady Gentle Meadow is damp underfoot even at the height of summer, making it an ideal
site for the restoration of a traditional wet meadow, an especially rare habitat. A path would be
retained around the outside of the site, and proposals for installation of wild play equipment, a
nature trail, footbridges etc could go ahead whatever option is chosen.
Please rank you preferred options with a 1 (first choice), 2, and 3 (least favourite option):
Option A

Option B

Option C

Nun’s Bridges
Option A (current situation, all site mown frequently):

Option B:

Option C:

Option B represent a similar situation to the present, just with some time for some wildflowers to
bloom between cuts, whilst Option C includes two areas of summer-long meadows but with more
areas retained as closely mown.
Please rank you preferred options with a 1 (first choice), 2, and 3 (least favourite option):
Option A

Option B

Option C

Nunnery Drive
Option A (current situation - all site mown frequently, except southern fringes not mown at all):

Option B:

Option C:

Option B would involve the whole site except for paths and fringes being mown regularly but less
frequently, Option C would involve a central area being left as a meadow for the spring and summer.
Please rank you preferred options with a 1 (first choice), 2, and 3 (least favourite option):
Option A

Option B

Option C

St Barnabas Close to Bury Road
Option A (current situation - all site mown frequently):

Option B:

Option C:

Option B would involve the whole site except for paths and fringes being mown regularly but less
frequently, Option C would involve a central area being retained as a meadow for the spring and
summer.
Please rank you preferred options with a 1 (first choice), 2, and 3 (least favourite option):
Option A

Option B

Option C

Barnham Cross Old Playing Fields
Option A (current situation - all site mown frequently):

Option B:

Option C:

Option D:

Maze

Option B would involve the whole site except for paths and fringes being mown regularly but less
frequently, Option C would involve the upper level of the old playing fields being retained as a
meadow for the spring and summer. Option D would involve cutting the shape of a maze into the
summer meadow, similar to the popular ‘maize mazes’ found in many places.
Please rank you preferred options with a 1 (first choice), 2, and 3 (least favourite option):
Option A

Option B

Option C

Option D

If you have any general comments to make (not related to a particular site) about our green spaces;
or you would like to support one of the options below but suggest some changes to it, please use the
space on page 2, or attach a separate sheet.
Please return this form to: Countryside Officer, Thetford Town Council, The Carnegie, Cage Lane,
Thetford, IP24 2DS, or send your responses via email to markwebster@thetfordtowncouncil.gov.uk
or send a text to 07553 388 551.

